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Middletown Police Recognized By Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police as Agency of the Month
[bookmark: _GoBack]MIDDLETOWN, Ohio – The Middletown Division of Police has been recognized for its efforts towards community outreach, being selected as the February 2024 Agency of the Month by the Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police (OACP).
In 2018, the Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police and the Law Enforcement Foundation formed a new committee named “Community Relations and Engagement” to work with agencies of all sizes and capabilities to highlight their positive work that’s being done around Ohio each and every day.

In 2019, the Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police and Law Enforcement Foundation Community Relations and Engagement Committee began a new program named “Sharing Ohio’s Best” to help bring awareness to the amazing work that agencies do all over Ohio to promote positive policing.  

The Community Relations and Engagement Committee compiles submissions from agencies and selects one each month to be recognized. Each agency is eligible.  Typically, the committee focuses on creativity and how the program impacts the individual community. Recent programs that have been recognized include a teen driving course, programs to help the disabled, and programs focusing on community safety.

“It’s no secret to the Middletown community that the Middletown Division of Police is among the best in the state,” Middletown City Manager Paul Lolli said. “The department’s mission towards community policing and making an impact on people of all ages is at the heart of what Middletown is about – building each other up to make the city a better place to live, work and play.”
Middletown Division of Police can often be seen hosting and/or attending events in the Middletown community. Some of the events include the following: 
Casting with a Cop - Casting with a Cop is a special event where officers nominate a child to participate with whom they've had an interaction within the community. The goal is to teach them, bond with them, offer any guidance that they may need, and show them a great day of fun. MPD had over 50 kids participate in the 2023 event.
National Night Out - National Night Out is an annual community-building campaign that promotes police-community partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie. This is a free, family-friendly event. Thousands of people attended the event in Smith Park in August 2023.
25 Days of MPD Christmas – This is an annual tradition where MDP hides Christmas ornaments throughout the city for residents to find. It may be random times throughout the day or it may be all at once. MPD posts a clue on Facebook and it's the community’s job to find the ornament. The number the department hides daily varies.
Mike Davis Christmas with a Cop - This long-running program is named in memory of Officer Mike Davis who retired from MPD in 2011 after 44 years of service and passed away in 2013. For 26 of those years, Mike was a school resource officer and ran the Jack Combs Memorial Safety Town. Officers take local children on a shopping trip at Meijer in Middletown, giving them a Christmas memory, both the officers and kids will never forget.
Lacrosse Camp - Kids in grades six, seven, and eight from the Community Building Institute (CBI) were in attendance. School Resource Officer, Jason Deaton, and an abundance of volunteers including SOUL Lacrosse, Berachah Church, Centerville Lacrosse, and Springboro Lacrosse, helped coach kids who had never played lacrosse.
Youth Police Academy – The Youth Police Academy provides an opportunity for students to get a first-hand look into the roles of patrol, K9 Unit, SWAT, criminal investigations, crime scene investigations, 911 dispatcher, corrections officers, and police records. While 2023 was its first year, the city hopes it will become an annual event.
To learn more about the Agency of the Month recognition and how OACP is sharing Ohio’s best, click here.
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