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MIDDLETOWN

MIDDLETOWN CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
Tuesday, January 20, 2026

CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS MEETING - 5:30 PM - COUNCIL CHAMBERS - LOWER LEVEL

MOMENT OF MEDITATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG/ ROLL CALL
CITIZEN COMMENTS
COUNCIL COMMENTS

CITY MANAGER REPORTS
Middletown Connect - Middletown Youth Data Walk
Neighborhood Revitalization Program - Update on Infill Housing

CONSENT AGENDA. . . Matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and will
be enacted by one motion and one vote of consent. There will be no separate discussion of these
items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed and considered separately.

a) Receive and file the following board and commission minutes:
City Council Minutes - October 7, October 21, November 4, December 29, 2025 and January
6, 2026
Airport Commission - May 19, August 18, September 15 and October 20, 2025
Library Board of Trustees - October 15 and November 12, 2025
Planning Commission - December 10, 2025
b) Confirm the conditional appointments of:
Keirra Thompson to the position of Patrol Officer in the Division of Police, Public Safety
Department;
Jennifer Faris to the position of Senior Account Clerk in the Water & Sewer Administration
Division, Finance Department;
Lucas Conley to the position of Maintenance Worker in the Water Maintenance Division, Public
Works & Utilities Department;
Adin York to the position of Maintenance Worker in the Streets Maintenance Division, Public
Works & Utilities Department; and
James Faulkner to the position of Mechanic in the Municipal Garage Division, Public Works &
Utilities Department.

MOTION AGENDA

a) Motion to approve the purchase of a snowplow, plow hitch, dump body, sand and salt spreader
and the installation thereof to upfit a 2025 International HV507 Truck from Henderson Products,
Inc. in the amount of $140,374.50 for the Storm Water Division.

b) To authorize the City Manager to enter into a professional services agreement with Crawford,
Murphy, and Tilly Inc. (CMT) to develop a Safe Streets for All (SS4A) Transportation Safety Action
Plan in an amount not to exceed $250,000.00.

c) To authorize the purchase of six 2026 Dodge Durango Police Interceptor Utility vehicles from
Statewide Ford of Van Wert, OH in the amount of $369,310 for the Middletown Division of Police.



MIDDLETOWN

MIDDLETOWN CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
Tuesday, January 20, 2026

LEGISLATION

1. Ordinance No. 02026-05, approval of MOU between Butler County Commissioners, Butler
County Finance Authority, Middletown Community Foundation and City of Middletown and declaring
an emergency.

2. Resolution No. R2026-01, a resolution declaring the official intent and reasonable
expectation of the City of Middletown on behalf of the State of Ohio (the borrower) to reimburse its
Water Capital Reserve Fund for the CJ10AB / CJ11AB, raw water transmission main replacement
with the proceeds of tax-exempt debt of the State of Ohio and declaring an emergency.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS

EXECUTIVE SESSION - Under the authority of 0.R.C. 121.22 (G)(1) To consider the appointment of a
public employee or official; and (G)(8) To consider confidential information related to the marketing
plans, specific business strategy, production techniques, trade secrets, or personal financial
statements of an applicant for economic development assistance, or to negotiations with other
political subdivisions respecting requests for economic development assistance, provided that both
of the following conditions apply:

(a) The information is directly related to a request for economic development assistance that is to be
provided or administered under any provision of Chapter 715., 725., 1724., or 1728. or sections
701.07,3735.67 t0 3735.70, 5709.40 to 5709.43, 5709.61 to 5709.69, 5709.73 to 5709.75, or
5709.77 to 5709.81 of the Revised Code, or that involves public infrastructure improvements or the
extension of utility services that are directly related to an economic development project.

(b) A unanimous quorum of the public body determines, by a roll call vote, that the executive session
is necessary to protect the interests of the applicant or the possible investment or expenditure of
public funds to be made in connection with the economic development project.
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ROLL CALL
CONSENT AGENDA

PINNING CEREMONY

MIDDLETOWN, OHIO October 7, 2025

At 5:30 p.m., Mayor Slamka called the regular City Council meeting to order in
Council Chambers, Lower Level of the City Building.

City Council Members present: J. Carter, S. West, P. Horn, E. Slamka, P. Lolli.

Approve the Civil Service Commission Minutes of August 21, 2025

Confirm the appointment of Jennifer Rednour to the position of Administrative
Assistant in the Community & Economic Development Department.

Confirm the conditional appointments of Kaylee Moreland to the position of Patrol
Officer in the Public Safety Department, Division of Police, Geri McNeal to the
position of Senior Account Clerk, Finance Department, Division of Tax, and
Jasmine Cobb to the position of Senior Account Clerk, Finance Department,
Division of Water Administration.

Confirm the promaotional appointments of Andrew Turner to the position of Deputy

Fire Chief, John Scranton to the position of Fire Captain and Joshua Lentz to the
position of Fire Lieutenant in the Public Safety Department, Division of Fire.

Mr. West moved to approve the issues and actions listed on the Consent Agenda.
Mrs. Carter seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. West, Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka, Mrs.
Carter, Mr. Lolli.

Fire Chief Brian Wright introduced Deputy Chief Andy Turner and his wife, Heather. He
will be overseeing the first platoon. Andy began his career on April 3, 2000. He has
risen throughout the ranks. He was promoted to apparatus operator in 2014,
promoted to lieutenant October of 2019, and captain of May 19, 2022. Throughout
his career, Deputy Chief Turner has demonstrated exceptional commitment to
technical rescue, holding certifications of hazards material, confined space rescue, ice
rescue, and auto extrication. His pursuit of professional growth is evident through his
involvement in the strategic planning of the fire department and eight years of service
on the city healthcare committee. Academically, he has earned two associates degrees
in EMS management and fire leadership from Cincinnati State. He's also completed
fire officer 1, two, and three, ICS 300, and 400, and attended National Fire Academy
for multiple command level courses. Outside of duty, Andy continues to serve his
community as a member of the Butler County IMAT team and also as a team leader for
the Dayton Honor Flight, honoring veterans with dignity and care. Surrounded by family,
friends, and colleagues tonight, Andy's wife, Heather, will proudly pin his new badge
upon him. We congratulate Deputy Chief Turner on this well-earned achievement and
wish him continued success in his leadership and beyond of the first platoon.

Fire Chief Brian Wright introduced Captain John Scranton and his wife Susan. It's an
honor to present Lieutenant John Scranton for promotion to fire captain. Since joining
our department on May 14, 1997, John has dedicated over 28 years to serving our
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community with unwavering commitment. His journey began with earning his
paramedic certification in April of 1999, followed by his promotion to lieutenant in the
fall of 2015. In 2024, his exceptional bravery was recognized through the Medal of
Distinguished Service. John's connection to the fire service is deeply rooted and deeply
personal with cousins who have served heroically within the FDNY during the 9/11
attacks. His expertise spans multiple technical rescue disciplines showcasing his
versatility and skill beyond his operational experience. John is a passionate mentor
who educates and develops our younger members. His involvement in the local union
further demonstrates his leadership and dedication to our collective mission. I'm
thrilled for Scranton's continued growth as a leader in our division of fire. His
experience, integrity, and vision will lead him to be a successful fire captain. Congrats,
John, on his well-deserved promotion. | wish you the best of luck.

Unfortunately, Joshua Lance is under the weather, so he won't be able to attend tonight,
but we will take care of that in-house at fire headquarters and reach out to you if you'd
like to attend.

At 5:37 p.m., Mr. West moved to adjourn to executive session under the authority of
0O.R.C. 121.22 (G) (3) Conferences with an attorney for the public body concerning
disputes involving the public body that are the subject of pending or imminent court
action. Mr. Lolli seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs.
Carter, Mr. West.

At 5:58 p.m., Mr. West moved to return to open session. Mrs. Carter seconded.
Motion carried. Ayes: Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Horn.

Marva Gaston, 913 6th Avenue, Middletown, Ohio spoke. | come continuing to ask questions

in reference to the Middletown paperboard demolition and remaining debris that
continues to sit on the site. | think it's safe to say that many points were missed in the
planning of this project. The safety and health of the residents within the community
being major factor, the upkeep and appearance of the site as it sits along a major
thoroughfare through the city as another. Even though the building is no longer
standing, it continues to be a major eyesore for those that travel along Verity Parkway
and live in the surrounding area. Having had time to review the contract that was
delivered to my home, | have some questions that | feel need to be answered. Not to
point fingers, but to focus on the shortfalls on this project that we should surely never
want to make in the future. Who is the consulting company for the job and what were
their duties? How many bids were collected and who collected them? | request copies
of those contracts as well. If missed asbestos created a change order to the original
contract, where is the change order to leave this debris and reduce plans of
remediation and seating as many other demolitions received? Did this create a credit
to the job, or did we pay for something that did not occur? Who signed off on the
completion of the job and approving leaving the material on the site? Again, not to
point fingers, but to understand the thought process and the thinking that was it that



COUNCIL COMMENTS
Mr. Lolli

Mrs. Carter

was a valid decision to make. Is there a zoning code to store this material on the site?
| would think that there is one for some of the very concerns | have, which makes me
wonder if you are in violation of your own zoning codes. Since all funds were not
depleted in this project, where did the remaining approximately 1.5 million in funds get
allocated? As recent as last night at the community forum to meet the candidates
running for city council, Councilman Lolli stated that you are on track on this project.
What is the timeline you have yet to share that timeline with me or the community? He
also stated that the pile is being watered in an attempt to control dust. When and how
many times has this been done or what is the schedule to wet the material? | request
a copy of the work order and/or contract to perform this task. | monitor the area daily
and | have yet to see any activity on the site since it was knocked over the week, | first
approached the council. | continue to hear the community screaming for transparency
not just on this project but others and other situations like the case of the death of
Stevie Howard. In my opinion, in that case the first mistake was simply
acknowledgment. Usually when there is a fatal accident in the city, it is at least
announced within a day or two, not that we have to wait for toxicology reports. The fact
that it took family and friends to come before council and media was here seeking info
on the cyber-attack and stumbled on a bigger story. The fact that it wasn't even
announced that my friend’s life was taken in a fatal accident was just disheartening. A
simple announcement of the fatality with the general statement that it occurred and
an investigation was ongoing | believe would have come across a lot better than zero
acknowledgement and finding that most of you didn't even know that it had occurred
looked really bad on council and the police. You can't expect us to trust you when we
constantly face instances where we are left feeling as though we're left in the dark and
not being given vital information. Please do better. Thank you.

Mr. Lolli congratulated the three fire personnel who were promoted tonight. It's always
good to see individuals that you train through their careers from the time they were 19,
20 years old to now and to see them progress through the ranks is very encouraging.
Congratulations to Deputy Chief Turner, Captain Scranton, and Lieutenant Josh. | think
it's a good thing that we do these promotions in front of council, and | encourage all
departments when they promote somebody to make sure, we get recognition in front
of council so citizens can see who the people are leading the area. | want to give a
shout out to Clayton Castle. The last three videos you put out on city activities were
really good. The MidPointe Library video was really cool, and the Grandpa Gang getting
started on Light Up Middletown. So, very good job by the Communications Department,
those things were excellent.

Mrs. Carter commented that she will be looking into the pile of material on Hanover and
looking into the details of the Destination Middletown document. | want to congratulate
Andrew and John on their dedication to the Middletown Fire Department. I've never
seen so many firemen before, and it was a great thing to see walking down the hall.



Mr. West

Mr. Horn

Ms. Slamka

Mr. West congratulated those that received their promotions tonight. One thing that’s
really cool is to see how long the firefighters have been here in Middletown. The
longevity speaks to the department’s current leadership and former leadership. So,
Chief Wright, that's a great thing when you have that long tenure of talent. In regard
to the Howard family, | spoke to their family friend again last week. I'd like to thank
that individual and the Howard family. | know it's difficult and it's a tragedy here in
town. | ask for continued prayers for that family through their difficult time.

Mr. Horn congratulated everyone on their promotions and commented that the
pinning ceremonies are one of my favorite things. Not just because the first
responders are getting promoted, that’s always great. It is because they are staying
here, they want to work here and protect our citizens, and then their family and
friends come and we get to celebrate this accomplishment with them. It takes a long
time to get these promotions, and a lot of work goes into it. You may have noticed the
25 on the fireman'’s sleeves, that means years. They are putting the time in and
that's something that should be celebrated on both sides of our first responders.
Next, | want to talk about the dedication of the Bonnie Vance memorial bench. We
had a nice group out there and it got posted which | appreciate the communications
folks for doing that and the Journal News showing up for that. | want to thank City
Manager Combs and her team for getting that together and | also want to thank city
council for supporting me on this. It wasn't just building a bench, putting a concrete
slab on, and telling the family to show up. They were in constant communication with
the Vance family to make sure that they approved of this bench. Now, why did |
actually do this? Two reasons, the first reason is that we need to celebrate people
that are successful that are in our city or from our city. Whether they are successful in
politics, business, or sports. This has nothing to do with the current temperature out
there or the current conversation. We need to celebrate it when people are
successful. Secondly, Bonnie Vance was successful because she did what a lot of our
citizens have to do. As | said in my speech, when you have to raise your children's
children because your child is struggling trying to get through a challenge in their
lives, that is what that bench is for. When you have to do that as a grandparent, as a
guardian, we need to celebrate that. That's what that bench is there for. It has
nothing to do with the political atmosphere. It is there to just remind a person who is
going through a challenging time raising their children's children that someone else
was able to do that and this should give you some comfort. We're going to have more
benches in our city at our different parks. These are things that we need to do, small
things to celebrate our city and to show that we are proud of people who are here
and people who are go on to other things and celebrate them for their successes.
You can disagree with them. That's why we have the first amendment. It's a beautiful
thing.

Ms. Slamka commented that she has taken notes on what Ms. Gaston has requested
and will check in with the city manager to see how that's going. Regarding the Howard
family, it is tragic and our hearts go out to the family and the friends in the community.



The Performing Arts Academy located at 4400 Lewis Street serves more than 290
students from 13 surrounding communities offering high quality instruction in theater,
dance and music and also offers year-round private lessons of music for students of
all ages. It is critical for our youth to develop the foundational skills necessary to foster
creativity and imagination as adults and the Performing Arts Academy provides that.
This past weekend, | was fortunate to attend their showing of Newsies Jr. and was
wowed by the talent of our youth. | am grateful that Middletown is home to such a
wonderful organization and for all the delightful performances they provide for our
community. For tickets from and information about upcoming shows, please visit the
https://theperformingartsacademy.com. On October 8, in honor of Fire Prevention
Week, you're invited to come out and meet our Middletown firefighters. They are
showing off our two newest firehouses and engines during firehouse tours. Get an up
close look at our equipment and learn to charge into fire safety. You will also learn
proper recycling with Cohen recycling. Light snacks will be available for all. Station 81
located at Henry Avenue and Charles Street will be open from 5 - 7 p.m. Station 85
located on Sophie Avenue and Stoltz Drive will be open from 6 - 8 p.m. For more
information, please visit the city's Facebook page. On October 11t, from 2 - 4 p.m., all
are invited to join at the Breiel Church Fall Fest located at 2000 North Breiel Boulevard.
This will be an afternoon of family fun with pumpkin painting, a hayride, inflatables, an
ice cream eating contest, and more. For more information, please visit the Breiel
Church Facebook page. Later that night, October 11th at 8 p.m. is a special opportunity
at our beautiful and historic Sorg Opera House located at 63 South Main Street. The
Butler Philharmonic Orchestra makes a triumphant return after last year's blockbuster
full house performance of the music from Nosferatu. This year they will be performing
the music to the 1925 classic silent film The Phantom of the Opera starring the man
of a thousand faces, Lon Cheney. Thanks to the generous educational grant from the
Middletown Community Foundation, the SORG is proud to offer free tickets to
educators and students to this performance and a masteries held by members of the
Butler County or the Butler Philharmonic Orchestra. For more information and to
purchase tickets, please visit https://www.sorgoperahouse.org. On Sunday, October
12t from 2 - 7 p.m. in downtown Middletown is the annual Hocus Pocus Halloween
Family Fun Festival presented by DMI, our Main Street America organization and made
possible by the generous support of the Middletown Community Foundation. You'll love
the games, entertainment, vendors, food, music, dancing, face painting, rides,
climbing wall, creepy car show with trunk or treat, howl-oween dog costume contest
and parade, Binx the cat, and of course the Sanderson sisters. The day will be
concluded with a free showing of the full-length feature film Hocus Pocus at 7 p.m. at
the beautiful and historic Sorg Opera House. All are welcome. For more information
and to learn how to become a festival volunteer, please Vvisit
https://www.downtownmiddletown.org. The city of Middletown is thrilled to announce
a partnership with CBI, our Community Building institute, to bring you the Rise Legacy
Link digital education program. Our Middletown elders and senior residents can how
access free digital education right here in the community thanks to the $20,000
Spectrum Digital Grant awarded to CBI. Classes begin Tuesday, October 14th from
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12:30 - 2 p.m. at the Community Center located at 800 Lafayette Avenue. Registration
is required, so have someone who is internet savvy help you to sign up to secure your
spot. Space is limited to the first 50 signups. For more information and to register
online, please visit our city's Facebook page. On October 18th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., all
are welcome to join the Christ United Methodist Church annual 2025 Fall Festival
located at 700 Marshall Road. You can support local vendors and enjoy delicious lunch
served by their very own United Methodist women. For more information, please visit
the Christ United Methodist Church Facebook page. As a reminder, the city of
Middletown accepts applications for our boards and commissions throughout the year.
So, if there is something that you have an interest in and you wish to give back to your
city in this way, please do submit your application. To learn more, please visit the city's
website at cityofmiddtown.org. Lastly, and as always, there are many ways to get
involved with your community and give back. Join a board or committee, run for office,
apply for a job with the city, volunteer at the hospital, pick up trash in your
neighborhood or park, plant a garden in your yard, smile at a neighbor, find joy and
satisfaction for a job well done in whatever work you do, or just have a positive and
giving attitude. Find something that you can do regularly and give back. We are all
connected and we are all in this together. The care of our city is an adventure in which
we all get to share.

Mr. Lolli suggested that Ms. Gaston make an official public records request so that
she can get the information she wants.

City Manager Combs reported that Clayton Castle and | went over to Smith Park and
visited with the Grandpa Gang as they kicked off their Light Up Middletown decorating.
We had a great time with them and we really appreciate everything that the Grandpa
Gang does to keep that tradition alive. Light Up Middletown at Smith Park is in its 26t
season and it starts on Thanksgiving Day and ends on New Year's Eve, the hours are
610 10 p.m. each night. Mayor Slamka and | visited the MidPointe Library and checked
out the Makerspace, it was awesome. They gave us a great tour. You can make things
like banners, you can do a podcast, there's a photography studio, you can make 3D
models. | really encourage everybody to check out that space. | also want to give a
shout out to the Community Development staff, they hosted their first community
workshop at the Middletown Event Center for the development code update. It was
well attended and | encourage everyone to come out for the next public workshop that'll
be announced. Stay tuned to the city's website for more about that. The request for
qualifications for the Downtown posted and that will be closing on November 3rd, and
we would anticipate presenting what we received to council at the second meeting in
November. Joshua Smith will also be present for that meeting.

To accept a Duke Site Readiness Grant in the amount of $10,000.00 for site
readiness development at Union Ren Farms on Union Road.
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Mr. West moved to accept a Duke Site Readiness Grant in the amount of $10,000.00
for site readiness development at Union Ren Farms on Union Road. Mr. Lolli seconded.
Motion carried. Ayes: Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Horn.

To approve a contract with Gresham Smith in the amount of $360,000.00 to design
phase two of the CSO Basin Park.

Mr. Horn moved to approve a contract with Gresham Smith in the amount of
$360,000.00 to design phase two of the CSO Basin Park. Mr. West seconded.
Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka.

Ordinance No. 02025-56, an ordinance authorizing a collective bargaining
agreement with AFSCME, Local #856 for the term July 1, 2025 through June 30,
2028 and declaring an emergency was read.

Mr. West moved to approve Ordinance No. 02025-56, an ordinance authorizing a
collective bargaining agreement with AFSCME, Local #856 for the term July 1, 2025
through June 30, 2028 and declaring an emergency. Mr. West seconded. Motion
carried. Ayes: Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Horn.

Ordinance No. 02025-57, an ordinance approving a change of the zoning
classification for three parcels located at 3409 - 3413 Vannest Avenue from R-3
(Medium Density Residential District) to B-1 (Neighborhood Business District) was
read for the second time.

Mr. Horn moved to approve Ordinance No. 02025-57, an ordinance approving a
change of the zoning classification for three parcels located at 3409 - 3413 Vannest
Avenue from R-3 (Medium Density Residential District) to B-1 (Neighborhood Business
District). Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr.
Horn, Ms. Slamka.

Resolution No. R2025-31, a resolution accepting the amounts and rates as
determined by the Budget Commission and authorizing the necessary tax levies and
certifying them to the County Auditor and declaring an emergency was read.

Mr. Lolli moved to approve Resolution No. R2025-31, a resolution accepting the
amounts and rates as determined by the Budget Commission and authorizing the
necessary tax levies and certifying them to the County Auditor and declaring an
emergency. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Horn,
Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli.

Resolution No. R2025-32, a resolution authorizing the city manager to accept a
fiscal year 2024 Assistance to Firefighters Grant, to enter into a grant agreement to
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obtain said grant and declaring an emergency was read.

Mr. Lolli moved to approve Resolution No. R2025-32, a resolution authorizing the city
manager to accept a fiscal year 2024 Assistance to Firefighters Grant, to enter into a
grant agreement to obtain said grant and declaring an emergency. Mr. West seconded.
Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. West, Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka, Mrs. Carter, Mr. Lolli.
Resolution No. R2025-33, a resolution authorizing the city manager to enter into a
settlement agreement with Start Skydiving, LLC and Selection Management Systems,
Inc. regarding pending litigation, and declaring an emergency.

Mr. Lolli moved to approve Resolution No. R2025-33, a resolution authorizing the city
manager to enter into a settlement agreement with Start Skydiving, LLC and Selection
Management Systems, Inc. regarding pending litigation, and declaring an emergency.
Mr. Horn seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter,
Mr. West.

Mrs. Carter asked when the bench honoring Darron Brown’s grandmother would be
installed; the bench has been ordered and should be installed soon.

Mr. Horn stated that the Ohio Facilities Construction Commission has approved a grant
for $375,000 for the repairs necessary repairs at the Sorg Opera House. | have
provided the documents to the Law Director and I'm asking him to proceed with the
contract once everything is verified. The OFCC grant is $375,000 on projects that the
SORG has given them a list of everything, it’s not a blank check. The City would only be
a backstop for contractors that require a deposit to help the SORG get these necessary
repairs so they can continue to serve our citizens, serve the arts, and be an active
historical structure. Also, I've had a few developers call me on this. They did not see
the RFP for the development of the Middletown Event Center, and that was supposed
to be done in September. Ms. Combs responded that it has not gone out yet but should
go out soon. Mr. Horn asked if we are going to have a town hall to discuss the fate of
the Manchester Inn and the Sunshine Building; yes, there will be a town hall.

At 6:39 p.m., the meeting was declared adjourned until the regular meeting on
October 21, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. in Council Chambers.
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MIDDLETOWN, OHIO October 21, 2025

At 5:30 p.m., Mayor Slamka called the regular City Council meeting to order in Council
Chambers, Lower Level of the City Building.

City Council Members present: J. Carter, S. West, P. Horn, E. Slamka, P. Lolli.

At 5:32 p.m., Mr. Lolli moved to executive session under the authority of ORC 121.22 (G) (6)
Details relative to the security arrangements and emergency response protocols for a public
body or a public office if disclosure of the matters discussed could reasonably be expected to
jeopardize the security of the public body or public office. Mrs. Carter seconded. Motion
carried. Ayes: Mr. West, Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka, Mrs. Carter, Mr. Lolli.

At 6:32 p.m. Mrs. Carter moved to return to open session. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried.
Ayes: Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West.

Larri Silas spoke: | live at 1211 Elm Street. This is probably a little unorthodox, but it's 2025
and a lot of things are out of the ordinary. I'm here today because the next meeting will be
occurring on election day and my name will be on the ballot. I've been attending council
meetings since | filed my petitions in May to try and get a feel for how meetings operate, and |
have witnessed a lot. If | find myself sitting where you all are in January, I've learned some
things and | know some ways | would behave differently if the people of Middletown elect me. |
attended a vigil for Steven Howard on Sunday, and | was present at the meeting when his
family and friends came and spoke with you all. Not everyone presented themselves in a
manner that | thought reflected well on the council. What I've learned these past few months is
that the council is responsible for many things that happen within the city, from park
development to allocations of funds to local businesses like Abilities First and so much more. |
also believe that the health and growth of the city has a lot to do with the people that live and
work here. The citizens deserve a council that will not only improve the city and make it safer,
but also a council that shows it actually cares about the people that live here. Care about the
people who take the time to come and speak with council to be heard, not just overlooked and
ignored. And if I'm elected, | will fight to make Middletown a better place. And | will make sure
that people know they aren't being ignored. Thank you.

Jennifer Chen, 23 Santa Fe Road spoke. Good leadership is essential for the success of any
organization, and it starts at the very top. Here we're talking about city the council and city
manager. Over the past three years, | have watched as this city has brazenly violated
federal law and regulations, state law, the constitution, and the laws of this city. Leadership
isn't just about being friends and getting along. It's about having the moral backbone to stand
up against what's wrong publicly. It's taken me a long time to find the courage to speak. | have
a justifiable fear of retaliation. With only four minutes, I'm going to stick to my own experiences
and one other item. However, everything I'm going to relate is backed up by hard evidence and
multiple witnesses. These experiences illustrate the state of leadership in this city. | have
freely volunteered my time and my knowledge of city government to help this city thrive. But
never in my wildest imagination did | think doing so would result in physical violence being
directed at me, that my family's income and health insurance would be put in jeopardy, that |
would be the subject of a slanderous public tirade, and that my position on the city
commission would be taken away. The first of these occurred when | was invited to an Amanda
task force meeting. Mr. Lolli, as city manager, was sitting catacorner to me right about here. |
made a polite fact-based remark that he didn't like. He became enraged, reared up out of his
seat, raised his hand at me, and then roaring slammed his hand on the table this close to me.
A dozen people, including two council members, were present. Yet, | have never received an
apology from anyone for that terrifying incident. Next, realizing the city was misspending CDBG
funds, my husband contacted HUD, who suggested we submit citizens' complaints, which we
did. HUD agreed with us, and the city had to take corrective action. In response, Mr. Lolli, as
city manager called the mayor of the village where my husband is administrator and left a
message, a recorded message, accusing him of misusing his authority to submit a complaint
on behalf of the village against another jurisdiction, Middletown. If he wasn't such a valuable
and professional employee, or if his boss had a grudge against him, he could have lost his job.
This council had a copy of that phone call when they were deciding who to appoint to council.
Did anybody ask if we were okay? Nope. They appointed him to council. Earlier this year, in
response to my comments during a public hearing, Mr. Lolli, as council member from the dais,
unleashed a tirade impugning my credibility live streamed and recorded for posterity. Finally, |
applied to be reappointed to the historic commission. There were four applicants for four
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seats. This council decided to leave the seat vacant rather than reappoint a resident who, as a
planner, is highly qualified for the position. Why? | don't know. | do know that | was speaking
out against and investigating inappropriate actions of this city such as deliberately
circumventing regulations and gaslighting and undermining the legal authority of the
commission in order to demolish structurally sound historically contributing buildings in the
nationally recognized Oakland Historic District. Mr. Mr. Lolli, as city manager, was a senior staff
member of the committee, making those decisions and supervising those staff. The most
egregious action by Mr. Lolli as city manager violated the constitutional and human rights of
some of the most vulnerable and traumatized people in this community, the homeless. Having
no confidence in this council, | have been in contact with outside authorities about this with my
evidence and witnesses. | would love to help my community, but the door has been repeatedly
slammed in my face. | don't dare to even try. That's enough. Thank you.

Mr. Lolli stated | absolutely, categorically, 100% deny every accusation that Ms. Chen

that you made against me. And I'm going to leave it at that. If you, if you want to accuse me of

breaking laws, then you better have the evidence of such because | have broken no laws and |
did not do any of the things that you said | did. So, | will leave it at that and that's all | have this
evening.

Mrs. Carter gave a shout out to Public Works and Utilities Director Scott Tadych, | see that
they're down there at Douglas Park digging up the ground to put in pipes for the new splash
pad and | am really pleased with what | see. | also wanted to talk a little bit about a group of
children and adults that I've been experiencing because they play down at Barnitz Field, and
it's called the Little Middies of Middletown. A bunch of wonderful adults and children. No
fighting, everyone's happy and everyone's supporting them. On the 11, they had a football
game and the dads cheered with the cheerleaders. A couple of the dads even had on tutus,
but it was so wonderful. It is a diverse group of children and parents and it's beautiful. And if
you don't have anything to do this Sunday, they're playing again, run down there and watch
because they're doing a great job.

Mr. West thanked the Howard family for their patience and understanding during the course of
the investigation. | also want to thank Middletown Police; | know it's difficult to handle these
types of investigations. People watch things on TV and they expect things to happen quickly,
but often times it's much slower. Another thing is people in this town have got to learn what a
red light is. It's getting absolutely ridiculous. | had this conversation with several people this
week. It's not even passenger vehicles; it's school buses and semi-trucks. A red light is just a
figment of imagination in this town, and it's getting ridiculous. When you have a green light and
you're approaching that intersection, look both ways. It's almost a daily occurrence when I'm
driving around town that there is somebody that not only blows a red light but blows a red light
by three to four seconds after it's turned green for the other the other traffic pattern.

Mr. Horn thanked Councilwoman Carter for sharing the story about the kids playing football
and such. This is a fun time of year, the days are getting shorter, but there's so many activities
to do outside. We also have things that | call the fabric of Middletown, the Middletown Arts.
Beauverre has stained glass classes, and we have entertainment at the Sorg. | encourage our
citizens to take advantage of these events. In the future, | truly believe that we will become
more of an event destination because people will want to come to our city to participate in
events and we have a lot of opportunities to do that. | appreciate uh Larry Silas being here
and others who are looking toward helping the city, doing your civic duty. That's one reason |
did what | did here. It's hard sometimes because people have different opinions, and we have
that wonderful first amendment right. So sometimes you can say things and maybe it's not
true or maybe it's distorted, but it's what makes the fabric of Middletown. I've always said
when we've had this room filled all the way to the to the rafters, it's good when we can see you
and hear your pitch pace and power. It's been kind of refreshing not getting all the emails
where you actually have to talk to me. That's what | prefer because then | can know what's
real. Other folks who are considering not running in this voting cycle, they ask what advice I'd
give them. And the advice is to join boards, even though you're paid the low, low price of free. |
mean, as a member of City Council, I'm making 350 bucks a month. When you participate with
the boards you gain the experience of dealing with citizens, and with the company, being the
city of Middletown. You're dealing with people who are coming into our city for the good and
sometimes for the bad. You have a voice and that will help you so much to be able to sit here
and listen and be able to make a decision that is best for as I've always said the company,
being the city of Middletown, the citizens, local business leaders and then lastly developers,
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innovators and investors. So, if you are thinking about this on the next voting cycle, | would
suggest that you get involved, so that you know how this all works because there is a lot of
work. There's a lot of meetings on top of the meetings this you also will be on other boards so
you can participate in a non-voting way. | do greatly appreciate citizens who do step up and
serve and try to help all of those entities.

Ms. Slamka announced that the city of Middletown has posted the Middletown Development
Code Update online survey, and it is live. This survey will allow the city to collect feedback on
how the current development code works, any issues or concerns you may have, and your ideas
for improvements. Your responses will be used to provide potential revisions to the
development code standards, regulations, and administrative procedures and processes. The
survey should take about 10 to 15 minutes to complete. Please read each question carefully.
There are no right or wrong answers, your perspective is what matters most. This survey closes
in a few weeks, so please share with your Middletown friends and family and take the survey
soon. Please visit https://cityofmiddletown.org to find the survey. On October 2209, from 6 - 9
p.m. the South Main Haunted Walking Tour delves into the rich tapestry of the city's past,
exploring 28 iconic homes that have witnessed the rise and fall of generations. Some rumored
to be haunted, while all steeped in the captivating history of Middletown's most influential
figures. For more information and tickets, please visit the special events calendar at the
https://www.thewindamere.com . Join DMI, our Main Street America organization, this Friday,
October 24th for a free family movie night showing of The Nightmare Before Christmas at
Governor Square, located at 1045 Central Avenue from 6 - 8 p.m. For more information, please
visit the calendar at https://www.downtownmiddletown.org. There are so many fun shows and
events at Middletown's beautiful and historic Sorg Opera House in the next couple of weeks.
Please visit https://www.sorgoperahouse.org to find out more information about upcoming
events like the Cincinnati Transit Authority playing this Friday, October 24th, a double feature of
both Beetlejuice movies this Saturday, October 25th, a guided tour of the historic Sorg Opera
House this Sunday, October 26t, and Crafting with the Classics and multiple showings of The
Big Labowski on Saturday, November 1st. Please join us at the MAC, our Middletown Arts
Center, located at 1:30 North Varity Parkway this Friday, October 24th, from 6 - 8 p.m. for the
area art exhibition opening reception. This competition is open to adult artists working in 2D
and 3D media. See the best work from artists within a 50-mile radius of Middletown. The
exhibition will run from opening night this Friday through Thursday, December 11t at the MAC.
For more information, please visit https://www.middletownartscenter.com . Saturday, October
25t the Kiwanis Club of Middletown is hosting its 60t Annual Pancake Day from 8 a.m. until
noon at the Fraternal Order of Eagles 528 at 1300 1st Avenue. Bring family and friends for all
the delicious pancakes you can eat, plus sausage, orange juice, and coffee. You can also enter
raffles for all kinds of great gift baskets. Breakfast tickets are just $10 at the door and it's a
perfect way to start your day and raise much needed money to serve the children of Middletown
and surrounding communities. For more information, please visit the Kiwanis Facebook page.
On Saturday, October 25th, the beloved spooky car show and trunk or treat is back for another
thrilling year made possible through a special partnership between Middletown Cruise and the
city of Middletown. This family-friendly event promises candy, costumes, cars, food vendors,
and community spirit all in one unforgettable night at the Towne Mall. The festivities begin at 2
p.m. with the trunk or treat from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. For more information, please visit the city's
website at https://cityofmiddletown.org. Adults can continue the fun on October 25t at the
Ghosts and Ghouls Halloween Party from 7 p.m. to 1 a.m. located at the Windamere at 2 South
Main Street. For more information and to purchase tickets, please visit
https://www.thewindamere.com . The city of Middletown is excited to bring back its annual city
building trick-or- treat and touch a truck event happening in Middletown at the Middletown City
Building located at one Donham Plaza next Thursday, October 30t from 3 - 4:45 p.m. Come
dressed in your spooky best. Stop by the different city departments for candy and then go out
onto beautiful Donham Plaza to see some of your favorite city vehicles. For more information,
please visit our city Instagram account. The entire city of Middletown's 2025 trick-or- treat will
take place next Friday, October 31st, from 6 - 8 p.m. Please stay tuned online for safety tips for
the Halloween and trick-or-treating from the city, Middletown Health Department, and the
Middletown Police Department. Our local elections are happening on Tuesday, November 4th.
Please be sure to get out and vote. Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. To find out where your
polling location is and to see your sample ballot, please visit the Butler County Board of
Elections website at elections.bc.gov. As a reminder, the city of Middletown accepts
applications for our boards and commissions throughout the year. So, if there is something that
you have an interest in and you wish to give back to your city in this way, please do submit your
application. To learn more, please visit the city's website at cityofmiddtown.org. Lastly, and as
always, there are many ways to get involved with your community and give back. Join a board or
committee, run for office, apply for a job with the city, volunteer at the hospital, pick up trash in
your neighborhood or park, plant a garden in your yard, smile at a neighbor, find joy and
satisfaction for a job well done in whatever work you do, or just have a positive and giving
attitude. Find something that you can do regularly and give back. We are all connected and we
are all in this together. The care of our city is an adventure in which we all get to share.

City Manager Combs welcomed Sean Cowan and Nan Cahall to the podium to provide the
annual report for the Butler County Elderly Services Program and to encourage people to
support the upcoming levy. They explained that the Butler County Elderly Services Program
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(ESP) helps older adults remain independent in their homes by providing basic in-home and
supportive services. In 2024, ESP served over 4,000 clients countywide, including 900 in
Middletown.

They discussed the program’s impact.

Provides services such as home-delivered meals, personal care, housekeeping, and
transportation.

Average cost: $425/month per client versus $8,000/month for Medicaid-funded nursing
home care.

Eligibility begins at age 60.

Managed by the Council on Aging under contract with the Butler County Commissioners.
They discussed the program’s funding.

Over 80% of ESP funding comes from the Butler County Senior Services Tax Levy, first
approved in 1996.

Levy renewed in 2020 with 77% voter approval.

The county’s older adult population has grown 79% in 20 years, while care costs rose only
18%.

ESP serves 50% more clients today than two decades ago.

They discussed the program’s challenges.

Demand for ESP services now exceeds available resources, with hundreds of eligible seniors
turned away in the past year.

Without new funding, the program cannot meet growing needs.

They discussed the upcoming Issue 1 Levy.

Current levy expires end of this year.

Voters will decide on Issue 1 this November:

Renews existing 1.3-mill levy

Adds a 0.7-mill increase

Cost: $50 per $100,000 property value (~$4/month).

Accounts for less than 2% of the average property tax bill.

If the levy does not pass, ESP will cease to operate. Residents are encouraged to vote YES on
Issue 1 to sustain critical services for older adults.

Approve the following board and commission minutes:
Planning Commission - July 9 & August 21, 2025
Architectural Review Board - July 28, 2025
Confirm the conditional appointment of Jackson Beal to the position of Patrol Officer in
the Public Safety Department, Division of Police.
Confirm the termination of Camryn Latimore, Corrections Officer, Division of Police.
Approve and accept the final plat for Renaissance Section 12.

Mr. West moved to approve the issues and actions listed on the Consent Agenda. Mr. Lolli
seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Horn.

To authorize the city manager to accept a grant from ODOT to fund the City's required 5%
match for the previously approved FAA grant for the “Jets Roof Replacement” project.

Mr. Horn moved to authorize the city manager to accept a grant from ODOT to fund the City's
required 5% match for the previously approved FAA grant for the “Jets Roof Replacement”
project. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. West, Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka, Mrs. Carter,
Mr. Lolli.

To approve the purchase of an upfit package which includes a front plow, plow hitch, dump
body, and salt and sand spreader and the installation thereof on a 2026 International HY507

Truck from Henderson Products, Inc. in the amount of $150,471.16 for the Streets
Department.

Mr. West moved to approve the purchase of an upfit package which includes a front plow, plow
hitch, dump body, and salt and sand spreader and the installation thereof on a 2026
International HV507 Truck from Henderson Products, Inc. in the amount of $150,471.16 for
the Streets Department. Mrs. Carter seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka,
Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West.

To authorize the City Manager to grant a temporary easement to Woodard Development, LLC
and/or its assignee over the western portion of a city owned parcel identified as Warren
County parcel number 0833302014.

Mr. Lolli moved to authorize the City Manager to grant a temporary easement to Woodard
Development, LLC and/or its assignee over the western portion of a city owned parcel
identified as Warren County parcel number 0833302014. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried.
Ayes: Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Horn.
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To approve the purchase of Calcium Quicklime for the Water Treatment Plant from Carmeuse
Lime & Stone, Inc. in the amount of $305.98/Ton for truck delivery.

Mr. West moved to approve the purchase of Calcium Quicklime for the Water Treatment Plant
from Carmeuse Lime & Stone, Inc. in the amount of $305.98/Ton for truck delivery. Mr. Lolli
seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka.

Ordinance No. 02025-58, an ordinance authorizing a loan from the City of Middletown to Sorg
Opera Revitalization Group, Inc. in the amount of $80,000.00 and declaring an emergency
was read.

Mr. Horn moved to approve Ordinance No. 02025-58, an ordinance authorizing a loan from
the City of Middletown to Sorg Opera Revitalization Group, Inc. in the amount of $80,000.00
and declaring an emergency. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mrs. Carter, Mr. West,
Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli.

Ordinance No. 02025-59, an ordinance establishing a procedure for and authorizing an
amendment to a contract with Bryx, Inc. for fire station alerting systems at the new fire
stations and declaring an emergency was read.

Station Alerting Systems

Mr. Lolli moved to approve Ordinance No. 02025-59, an ordinance establishing a procedure
for and authorizing an amendment to a contract with Bryx, Inc. for fire station alerting systems
at the new fire stations and declaring an emergency. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes:
Mr. West, Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka, Mrs. Carter, Mr. Lolli.

Ordinance No. 02025-60, an ordinance authorizing the application of funds from the Warren
County Career Center in order to defease and/or redeem bonds previously issued by the City
of Middletown, Ohio for the acquisition and construction of the community learning center, as
well as authorizing the termination, or modification, of certain transaction documents
executed in conjunction with the issuance of such bonds, and authorizing actions related
thereto and declaring an emergency was read with no action requested until November 4,
2025.

Ordinance No. 02025-61, an ordinance establishing a procedure for and authorizing
purchases of asphalt by the City Purchasing Agent in 2026 was read for the first time.

Mr. Horn asked what Duke's schedule is on Renaissance where the wood poles are. The steel
poles are up, do we have a schedule on when they're going to move the power over and
remove the wood poles? Public Works & Utilities Director Tadych responded that he would
have an answer by the next meeting.

At 7:16 p.m., the meeting was declared adjourned until the regular meeting on November 4,
2025, at 5:30 p.m. in Council Chambers.

Elizabeth Slamka, Mayor

Attest:
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MIDDLETOWN, OHIO November 4, 2025

At 5:30 p.m., Mayor Slamka called the regular City Council meeting to order in Council
Chambers, Lower Level of the City Building.

City Council Members present: J. Carter, S. West, P. Horn, E. Slamka, P. Lolli.

Jennifer Chen stated, I'm here to defend myself against Mr. Lolli's public accusation against
me at the last council meeting. | have shared my observations and experiences with the city over
the last few years, including this that the city during and after Mr. Lolli's administration violated
federal and state regulations, the constitution and city ordinances. | also shared that Mr. Lolli
had personally attacked me and my family. For example, he has directed physical violence at
me. He also called my husband's employer and falsely accused him of misusing his position to
file a citizen's complaint with HUD about the city's misspending of CDBG funds. Immediately
after my comments, Mr. Lolli claimed, quote, | absolutely categorically 100% deny every
accusation that | had made. And quote, "If you want to accuse me of breaking the law, then you
better have evidence of such because | have broken no laws and did not do any of the things
that | said he did." Of course, | have evidence. This is a list of some of the evidence that | have
proving everything | said. | have extra copies of that if anybody is interested. And | also emailed
it. Mrs. Schenck has it also. So, it's a public record. | have withesses, | have documents, and |
have recordings, including Mr. Lolli's call to my husband's employer, which he absolutely
categorically 100% denies making. Ms. Chen played the following recording, “Hi, Mayor. My
name is Paul Lolli and | am the City Manager of the city of Middletown, Ohio, and it is Friday at
11:39 a.m. And if you could call me back, I'm going to give you my cell phone number. I'm calling
in regards to your Village Administrator, Jung-Han Chen, who has evidently using his position as
the village administrator there filed a complaint against us with the US Department of Housing
and Urban Development on our use of CDBG funds. And I'm just curious as to why he would do
this under the auspices of the Village of Hebron. Now his wife is a resident of Middletown and
she has filed it also. But | just find it a little concerning that a village administrator would file this
to the US Department of Housing and Urban Development as the village administrator for the
village of Hebron. So that's what I'm calling about. If you can call me back, | would appreciate it.
Thank you very much. Have a great day.” Ms. Chen stated, that recording is proof that you not
only lied here, but you had the nerve to sit up there and lie and claim that | was the liar. For the
record, HUD's correspondence makes it clear.

Mr. Horn interjected, “Sounds like a personal attack. Point of order.”

Mayor Slamka asked that the time be paused and asked Law Director Ewing to speak to this.
Mr. Ewing suggested that Ms. Chen could just finish up and move forward with the time
remaining.

Ms. Chen continued. | think | have a right to defend myself against his accusations. For the
record, HUD's correspondence makes it clear that they knew it was a citizen's complaint and
that we were correct and this is his permanent address. He just has to look far and wide to find
some place that will hire an Asian man for a place of authority." And he has his application here
for the city assistant city manager. A seat on council is a position of trust. How can this
community trust their future to someone who lies to them so casually? What else have you lied
about? All of this for starters and this. So go ahead and attack me again if you dare because |
will come back and defend myself. It is astonishing how afraid several of you are of people
knowing the truth.

Mr. Lolli commented | guess this means you didn't vote for me. It's leaving me hanging by my
petard. That's all | have this evening.

Mr. West commented that | hope everybody got a chance to go out and vote today. It's a great
right that we have in this country to be able to do that. I'd also like to thank City Manager
Combs, the city of Middletown donated 200 wreaths for Wreath Across America for here
in town. That's a great thing, thank you very much.

Mr. Horn asked to go back to the slide about the citizen comments, please? Okay. So, | have a
problem because this has happened to me and Mayor, you're the chairman of this meeting. |
had Todd Moore come here and attacked me, which you know, sticks and stones still apply to
me and it seems like rules don't apply here. | had the same person lie under oath at a meeting.
| know I'm leaving, so I'm going to say what | want. | would hope in the future when they start
mentioning names and start attacking, as it says right here, personal attacks on staff, council
members, and other individuals will not be tolerated. That you actually do something, Mayor,
that you stop someone. Yeah, | know she contributed three times to your campaign. Yay, you're
mayor. But it is to the point where rules don't apply and it's getting absolutely ridiculous. We're
adults here. And when people come here to speak their four minutes as citizens, speak your
four minutes. If you have a problem with any of us, especially things that sound like crimes, that
sounds like someone should be talking to the chief or one of his detectives. Assault is a crime.
She accused him of assault. Nothing's been had here. But she comes here and regurgitates for
the third or fourth time and nothing is done. | can't do anything because I'm not Mayor. You're
the chairman of this meeting. It's written right there, personal attacks. You know, I'm Gen X, so
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you can say whatever you want. But the other generation, they get their feelings hurt really easy.
They feel that you're attacking their space. So, when you say their name and say something
negative, they get all upset. Why is that? Well, because they shouldn't tolerate personal attacks.
Why should we? And we are continually receiving personal attacks here. And | don't understand
that. | don't understand why we have this rule. If that's the case, they can come say what they
want. Like Mr. Moore came and said what he wanted about me. You did nothing. She just said
what she wants about Paul Lolli, you did nothing. Why do we have the rule? Just to take it out
and let them come say what they want for four minutes and then as long as they don't break
what the Supreme Court has said meaning that it is racial or it's causing a threat they can say
whatever they want up there for four minutes and just take that rule out because it is absolutely
ridiculous that we have this rule here and citizens continue to attack individuals. They can say
what they want about city council. | don't like what you voted here, | don't like what you did there
council thing. But when they say your name, that is an attack, an absolute attack on that person
who is volunteering their time and being paid 350 bucks a month to serve this city to do their
civic duty. And mayor, you should say something or have them take this out. And if they want to
personally attack us, go for it. But until then, that rule is here for a reason. You read it every time
and people keep coming up and name calling one of us. It's different if they say city council.
That's a totally different subject. But when they say your name specifically, that is a personal
attack. That's all | have.

Ms. Slamka commented thank you, Mr. Horn, I've had an interest in this particular conversation.
Mr. Ewing, are you able to speak to this please?

Mr. Ewing suggested that this is something that would be best for an attorney client privilege
discussion.

Ms. Slamka suggested that it could be brought up under new business at some point.

Mr. West added, I'll just say this, and | think most residents would feel this way, but if there's
another village administrator, another city manager, another city council member filing things at
the state, or accusing the city of Middletown of doing something illegal, | would expect our city
manager to make a call to that other entity and ask why. The Village of Hebron’s Administrator
has no business here. | don't see any issue with Councilman Lolli contacting the Village of
Hebron and asking what's going on here. Why would your village administrator file something or
accuse the city of something? It's ridiculous. You can come up here and play that voicemail 100
times. | don't see a problem with it because maybe the city, under Councilman Lolli, that would
earn my respect because when he was city manager, he had a damn backbone to call a spade
a spade. But | agree with Councilman Horn. The personal attacks are just ridiculous. When they
come up to the dais, there's a rule there for a reason. If you want a circus, run a circus. But this
isn't a circus, this is business. And that's all it is. When you come in here, it's business. Kind,
respectful, understanding what the facts are. But | will say this, I'll always support city leadership
making a call to another to another district, to another village, to another city to say, "Hey, what's
going on here? What interest do you have in our CDBG funding?" It makes sense to me, that's
all | have to say.

Ms. Slamka commented that the local elections are today and the polls are open until 7 p.m.,
please be sure to get out and vote. Polls are open until 7 p.m. The city of Middletown has posted
the Middletown Development Code update online survey, and it is live. This survey will allow the
city to collect feedback on how the current development code works, any issues or concerns you
may have, and your ideas for improvements. The survey should take about 10 to 15 minutes to
complete. There are no right or wrong answers. Your perspective is what matters most. This
survey closes on November 10th. Please share with your Middletown friends and family and
take the survey soon. Please visit https://www.cityofmiddletown.org to find the survey.
Downtown Middletown, Inc. is hosting the first Friday event, Harvest Hop, this Friday, November
7th, from 5 - 8 p.m. in beautiful downtown Middletown at Governor Square. It's the perfect
evening to bundle up in your favorite sweater, admire the autumn leaves, judge a chili cookoff,
and make some warm memories with friends and family while exploring unique local boutiques
and enjoying seasonal treats. For more information and to learn about the local business
specials that evening, please visit https://www.downtownmiddletown.org. The Performing Arts
Academy located at 4400 Lewis Street in Kittyhawk Plaza presents Giants in the Sky, a new
children's musical. This magical story explores the world of giants who live above the clouds with
performances on November 7th, 8th, and 9th. Please find out more by visiting their website at
https://theperformingartsacademy.com. On Saturday, November 8, is the 4th annual Turkey
Trot in 5K in Middletown, hosted by CBI, our Community Building Institute. Gates open at 8:30
a.m. with the race beginning at 10 a.m. Proceeds go to benefit the Cradle to Career Programs
at CBI. To find out more and to register, please visit https://cbimiddletown.org. Right after the
Turkey Trot on Saturday, November 8t, from noon until 6 pm, join DMI in beautiful and historic
downtown for the Middletown Bourbon and Beer Festival. Turkey Trot participants will get 10%
off their ticket. There are 12 different beverage stops and an additional six stops for hot and
cold snacks like brats and beef jerky. Bring out your inner athlete with six competitive events to
show off your skills like axe throwing and barrel rolling. There are raffles, prizes, vendors and
cigar stations. For more information and to purchase tickets, please visit
https://www.downtownmiddletown.org. Later that night, on Saturday, November 8th, head over
to the beautiful and historic Sorg Opera House located at 63 South Main Street downtown for
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the Rush Experience. The show starts at 8 p.m. Parking is free and concessions are available.
Take advantage of this chance to relive the magic of Rush. Rock's most celebrated Canadian
band in a performance that's as authentic as it is awe

inspiring. For more information and to purchase tickets, please visit
https://www.sorgoperahouse.org. Sunday, November 9th, enjoy painting memories at New Ales
Brewing located at 1030 Manchester Avenue. Join for a cozy afternoon of painting, creativity,
and craft beer. You will paint a beautiful winter barn, and all supplies are included. These seats
will go fast, so to find out more and buy tickets, please visit
https://www.downtownmiddletown.org. Thursday, November 13t join in at Gravel Road
Brewing Company located at 916 First Avenue for Pints and Paint, a Bob Ross paint along.
Tickets include one free beer. Please visit the Gravel Road Brewing Company Facebook page for
information. Saturday, November 15t from 1 - 5 p.m. is the very popular Holiday Mini Moos and
Brews at New Ales Brewing Company located at 1030 Manchester Avenue. Adorable mini cows
dressed up in reindeer antlers and Christmas attire will be ready for you to pet, brush, and
snuggle. Tater Top Madness food truck will be there from 12 - 5 p.m. For more information,
please visit https://www.downtownmiddletown.org. Later that evening on Saturday, November
15th, continue your Kickoff to the holiday season with a Celtic Christmas with On the Lash at our
beautiful Sorg Opera House. Built in 1891, the Sorg offers a grand and intimate setting for this
one-of-a-kind November performance that blends the warmth of the holidays with the vibrant
energy of traditional Celtic music at one of Ohio's most beloved historic venues. For more
information, please visit https://www.sorgoperahouse.org. Save the date for Beyond the Field,
a free public event and visit from our very own Middletown native and Major League Baseball
slugger, Kyle Schwarber. The date is Wednesday, November 18t Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and
the location is Middletown High School. For more information, please visit
https://www.cityofmiddletown.org. As a reminder, the city of Middletown accepts applications
for our boards and commissions throughout the year. So, if there is something that you have an
interest in and you wish to give back to your city in this way, please do submit your application.
To learn more please visit the city's website at cityofmiddletown.org. Lastly and as always, there
are many ways to get involved with your community and give back. Join a board or committee,
run for office, apply for a job with the city, volunteer at the hospital, pick up trash in your
neighborhood or park, plant a garden in your yard, smile at a neighbor, find joy and satisfaction
for a job well done in whatever work you do or just have a positive and giving attitude. Find
something that you can do regularly and give back. We are all connected and we are all in this
together. The care of our city is an adventure in which we all get to share.

City Manager Combs welcomed Jeanita Cummings of the Community Building Institute Rise
Leadership Academy Program to the podium. On behalf of the students, families, and all
of the mentors who are involved in these programs Ms. Cummings expressed gratitude to the
mayor, Lisha Morlan, Jacob Schulte and all of the Middletown City building employees who were
involved this summer. “You didn't just give our students internships, you offered them access,
mentorship, and more direction and understanding about careers and interests. You not only
invested in our students financially, but you gave our young people the chance to step into
professional spaces, learning more skills, and seeing themselves as future leaders in this
community. For many of them, this experience was eye opening. They discovered the confidence
they needed, purpose, and they understood that they belong in rooms like this and that they can
have careers right here in the city of Middletown. Your partnership does not just support the
students, it strengthens our city. When we invest in our youth, we invest in the future workforce,
future homeowners, and the future leaders of this community. Our tomorrow as the city of
Middletown and tomorrow when the city of Middletown begins to build and welcome more
students in various careers to job shadow and complete two more weeks of interns with you
again this semester for our students. We are so excited about this because you are continuing
a legacy of opening doors, creating opportunities, and showing what it means to truly pour into
the next generation. Thank you for believing in our students, for believing in our mission, and for
helping us build a better and brighter future for Middletown, one young person at a time. We
continue to look forward to your continued support. Our students would like to thank you. One
student is not here tonight, her name is Milan Thompson, she was with your marketing
department and she wanted for me to personally say, “Thank you.”” Students Isis Wilshire,
Allison Mandrean Morales and Jessica Cruz Alon all thanked the Community & Economic
Development for offering them the ability to complete their internships over the summer.

City Manager Combs announced that the downtown RFQ closed yesterday and we did receive
one response from CMC Properties. They will be presenting along with staff at the next city
council meeting under City Manager reports. | would like to propose having a town hall starting
at 4 p.m. before the December 2nd city council. That gives everyone enough time to look at the
RFQ, hear the presentation at the next council meeting and be able to be prepared with thoughts
and feedback at that town hall.

City Manager Combs welcomed Communications Manager, Clayton Castle to the podium to
announce Beyond the Field. Mr. Castle stated, it doesn't seem that long ago that | was here
before you all to announce the awesome rally that we had with Kayla Harrison, Olympic gold
medalist, and newly minted UFC champion. The rally was a huge success and exactly the type
of celebration that | think Middletown wanted and deserved. Now, thanks to Vice President JD
Vance, the city of Middletown is in a period of celebrating our success stories, not just as a local
government, but as a people and as a community. We started a podcast that is solely focused
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on this. I've had the honor of telling stories for a variety of different media about where
Middletown has been and where we are going in our success. From Paul J. Sorg to Jerry Lucas
to Kayla Harrison to the vice president, there is no shortage of stories to tell. That's why I'm
standing here before you tonight. We are once again welcoming a Middletown legend for a
celebration rally and conversation. As the mayor mentioned, Beyond the Field with Kyle
Schwarber will be a night of celebration, community, and surprises. We will have appearances
by a few people in this room as well as by Middie's Hall of Famer Kyle Schwarber. For those who
don't know who Kyle is, he is a three-time Major League Baseball All-Star, a World Series
champion, a Silver Slugger award winner, two-time National League home run leader, including
this year with 56 home runs, the 2025 Major League Baseball game all Major League Baseball
All-Star game most valuable player, and the recent star of the hit ABC show Abbott Elementary.
And as of two days ago, he is perhaps the most sought-after free agent this off season after
playing four seasons with the Philadelphia Phillies. He has also played for the Boston Red Sox,
Washington Nationals and Chicago Cubs throughout his 10-year career. Now, we have a lot to
talk about with Kyle when he sits down with me on the stage at Wade Miller Arena on the campus
of Middletown High School at 6 PM on Wednesday, November 19th, Doors will open at 5:30 p.m.
| want to thank the other members of our planning team at the city that are helping make this
happen. Community Projects Coordinator Callie Fischer, Event Center Manager Angie Smith, and
Grants and Special Projects Coordinator Tracy Jenkins. | also want to personally thank City
Manager Ashley Combs. | approached Ashley about this about a month ago, and she not only
supported the idea but offered to help with the resources needed to pull it off. This couldn't have
truly happened without her support. And finally, | want to thank Middletown City Schools for,
once again, being gracious partners on another celebration. Specific thanks to Athletic Director
Joe Campalongo, Assistant Athletic director Megan Dambo, Cheer Coach Kayla Wansider, and
Pep Band Director David Leon. So, that kind of gives you a little bit of insight as to who else we
are going to have at the rally. | thank them for their work and dedication to this event.

Confirm the conditional appointments of Christopher Lucas, Lacee Fuller and Evan Snelling to
the position of Corrections Officer in the Public Safety Department, Division of Police.

Accept the resignation of Anthony Rossi from the Historic Commission.

Mr. West moved to approve the issues and actions listed on the Consent Agenda. Mrs. Carter
seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. West, Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka, Mrs. Carter, Mr. Lolli.

To authorize the purchase of a 2026 Ford F-550 Truck from Rush Truck Centers of
Cincinnati,
OH in the amount of $118,392.92 for the Storm Water Division.

Mr. Horn moved to authorize the purchase of a 2026 Ford F-550 Truck from Rush Truck
Centers of Cincinnati, OH in the amount of $118,392.92 for the Storm Water Division. Mr.
West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West.

To authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with Crawford, Murphy and Tilly, Inc. For
design of the Middletown Road Improvements PY40 project in an amount not to exceed
$123,650.00.

Mr. West moved to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with Crawford, Murphy
and Tilly, Inc. for design of the Middletown Road Improvements PY40 project in an amount not
to exceed $123,650.00. Mr. Lolli seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs.
Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Horn.

Ordinance No. 02025-60, an ordinance authorizing the application of funds from the Warren
County Career Center in order to defease and/or redeem bonds previously issued by the City
of Middletown, Ohio for the acquisition and construction of the community learning center, as
well as authorizing the termination, or madification, of certain transaction documents
executed in conjunction with the issuance of such bonds, and authorizing actions related
thereto and declaring an emergency was read.

Mr. West moved to approve Ordinance No. 02025-60, an ordinance authorizing the application
of funds from the Warren County Career Center in order to defease and/or redeem bonds
previously issued by the City of Middletown, Ohio for the acquisition and construction and of the
community learning center, as well as authorizing the termination, or modification, of certain
transaction documents executed in conjunction with the issuance of such bonds, and
authorizing actions related thereto and declaring an emergency. Mr. Lolli seconded. Motion
carried. Ayes: Mr. West, Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka, Mrs. Carter, Mr. Lolli.

Ordinance No. 02025-61, an ordinance establishing a procedure for and authorizing
purchases of asphalt by the City Purchasing Agent in 2026 was read for the second time.

Mr. West moved to approve Ordinance No. 02025-61, an ordinance establishing a procedure
for and authorizing purchases of asphalt by the City Purchasing Agent in 2026. Mr.



seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. West, Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr.
West.

Ord. No. 02025-62  Ordinance No. 02025-62, an ordinance establishing a procedure for and authorizing a two-
Extend Lease With year extension of a lease of certain real property to Mark Kakaris dba Mark'’s Towing

was read

Mark's Towing for the first time.

Ord. No. 02025-63  Ordinance No. 02025-63, an ordinance establishing a procedure for and authorizing an
Amend Contract With amendment of the contract with Tri-Health Corporate Health now known as Bethesda
Bethesda Healthcare, Inc. Healthcare, Inc. for jail health care services was read for the first time.

Inc. Jail Health Care

UNFINISHED BUSINESS Mr. Horn asked for an update on the removal of the wood poles. Public Works and Utilities Director
Scott Tadych responded that they are waiting on AT & T and Spectrum to move their wires. We
are pushing them as hard as we can.

NEW BUSINESS Mrs. Carter asked about box trucks blocking streets in her neighborhood. Police Chief Nelson
responded that the new traffic officer would be checking into it.

ADJOURN At 6:13 p.m., the meeting was declared adjourned until the regular meeting on November 18,
2025 at 5:30 p.m. in Council Chambers.

Elizabeth Slamka, Mayor

Attest:
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MIDDLETOWN, OHIO December 29, 2025

At 2 p.m., Mayor Slamka called the special City Council meeting to order in Council
Chambers, Lower Level of the City Building.

City Council Members present: S. West, P. Horn, E. Slamka, P. Lolli.

Mr. West moved to excuse Mrs. Carter’s absence. Mr. Lolli seconded. Motion carried.
Ayes: Mr. West, Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli.

Mr. West moved to receive and file the special meeting documents. Mr. Lolli seconded.
Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Horn, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mr. West.

Resolution No. R2025-45, a resolution to make adjustments to appropriations for
Butler and Warren, State of Ohio, for the period ending December 31, 2025 and
declaring an emergency was read. (Year End - Various Funds)

Mr. West moved to approve Resolution No. R2025-45, a resolution to make
adjustments to appropriations for current expenses and other expenditures of the City
of Middletown, Counties of Butler and Warren, State of Ohio, for the period ending
December 31, 2025 and declaring an emergency. (Year End - Various Funds) Mr. Lolli
seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mr. West, Mr. Horn.

Resolution No. R2025-46, a resolution authorizing a transfer of funds subject to
repayment from the General Fund to the Storm Water Fund and declaring an
emergency was read.

Mr. West moved to approve Resolution No. R2025-46, a resolution authorizing a
transfer of funds subject to repayment from the General Fund to the Storm Water Fund
and declaring an emergency. Mr. Lolli seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. West, Mr.
Horn, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli.

At 2:05 p.m., the meeting was declared adjourned until the regular meeting on January
6, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. in Council Chambers.

Elizabeth Slamka, Mayor

Attest:
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MIDDLETOWN, OHIO January 6, 2026

At 5:30 p.m., Mayor Slamka called the regular City Council meeting to order in Council Chambers,
Lower Level of the City Building.

City Council Members present: J. Carter, S. West, J. Mulligan, E. Slamka, P. Lolli.

Adriane Scherrer, office address 3270 Roosevelt Boulevard, Middletown, Ohio spoke. There are
two things that people really, really, really fear. And | can tell you that anybody who is addicted
to an opiate or dependent upon an opiate is very, very fearful of any kind of treatment that they
might get where they have to give up their drug because trying to recover from being addicted
to an opiate is horrible. | know this because I've been a substance abuse professional for
decades. The other thing that people are really afraid of is public speaking. So, while I'm an
introvert by nature, I've taught myself to be able to do public speaking where other people who
are on this committee I'm going to be talking about don't like to publicly speak. They like face to-
face conversations. | have or somebody else from the committee has called or tried to contact
the city about this on five occasions, and we did not get any kind of response from anybody. A
lot of that time was during the whole cyber thing. So, | kind of give you a wash on that one. But
in the meantime, we decided to ask people at the Secretary of State's office, the Attorney
General's office, the Board of Elections office what we needed to do to get this taken care of.
We are a small committee that try to call ourselves Middletown Tomorrow because we would
like to propose that Middletown become a six-ward community with a seventh person elected
who would be elected to be the mayor. This would have to be done as a special election or at
election time. The first thing we must do is get 2,370 people in the city of Middletown to sign a
petition that says they're interested in considering that subject. With six wards, every portion of
Middletown would be represented here by professionals that run for that position from their
community. What we have learned from our phone calls that we've made and our contacts with
the Secretary of State's office is that that petition must be written by the Law Department of the
City of Middletown because it is technically a charter amendment that is required or requested
to be able to go out and get people to sign a petition to say if they're interested in becoming a
warded community. That is what we are proposing to do. We are happy to answer any questions,
details, how and why this all came about, anytime anybody wants to have a one-on-one
conversation about it. We are also holding an open meeting, and you and the public are all
invited to the Meadows on January 16t at noon. And anybody who wants to contact anybody on
the committee can call 513-633-0021 and we'll make sure and get any information that they
would be interested in.

Mr. Lolli asked how many members of your Middletown Tomorrow committee are citizens of
Middletown?

Mrs. Scherrer responded; I'm not.

Mr. Lolli asked; are you a resident of Middletown?

Mayor Slamka reminded everyone that this is not time for back-and-forth conversation.
Mr. Lolli stated I've got the floor, Mayor. Are you a resident of Middletown?

Mrs. Scherrer responded; No, | am not.

Mr. Lolli stated; | find it difficult when residents outside of the city of Middletown want to dictate
to the city of Middletownians how we run our city.

Mayor Slamka stated this is really not the time for back-and-forth conversation.

Mr. Lolli stated; | had the floor, Mayor. | took it.

Mr. Lolli wished everybody in Middletown a happy, healthy, and safe 2026. It's easy to say we
have a lot of exciting things going on in Middletown, and | think we're going to take great strides
in 2026 on many levels in economic development, public safety and in other areas. I'm excited
for the strategic planning session that we're going to do in 2026 to guide us over the next several
years. So, a lot of great, bright things are going on for the city of Middletown. So, | wish your staff
good luck, and | know they work hard, and | know the council's going to work hard to make things
a lot better for Middletown in 2026.

Mrs. Carter commented Happy New Year Middletown. I'm looking forward to 2026 myself. | want
to shout out to Scott. | rode down by Douglas Park today and | am so excited about how it's
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looking right now, and | know it's going to look even better. I'm hoping that we will learn from
last year, make better decisions, and open up more opportunities for people in this city, and
learn from our mistakes.

Mr. West commented Happy New Year, | hope everybody had a great holiday season. I'd like to
welcome Mr. Mulligan back. It's good to have you up here with your experience and institutional
knowledge.

Mr. Mulligan also wished everyone in Middletown a very happy 2026. Although this is my third
go-round at the council desk, I'm just as excited as the first time. This is a much different city
than when | was first sworn in, in 2012. | recognize so many more opportunities and | can't tell
you how gratifying it is for me to see plans that were developed in 2012, 2013, and 2014 on
paper and on PowerPoints actually coming to fruition. Seeing the Robert Sonny Hill revitalization
completed, having attended their open house in December, seeing what we're doing with the
downtown residential developments, and the park across the street. All of these things are
coming to fruition because of the hard work of our predecessors, members of council, and of
course, the women and men who are on the front lines every day making this the great city that
it is. So, please know that | stand with you and beside you. I'm grateful to the voters and the
stakeholders, the businesses and the residents that made my election possible. You have my
commitment that | will deliver a council and city government that you can be proud of a city that
we are proud to call home.

Ms. Slamka welcomed Mr. Paul Lolli and Mr. Joe Mulligan to their first meeting in their newly
elected City Council seats and congratulated both of them. | look forward to the years ahead
with them. For those of you interested in viewing the CMC properties proposal for the
Manchester site downtown, please do visit our website at cityofmiddtown.org. Scroll down to the
latest news on the homepage and click on city projects. The first link should be downtown refresh,
click on that. Scroll down to just before the section for questions and or additional comments,
you will see a link for Downtown Refresh Documents. Once you click on that, scroll all the way
down and click on the link for the Manchester CMC Properties RFQ. | recommend reading the
entire proposal. | know a lot of people are interested in this subject, that's where you can find
the actual proposal itself. Our Reimagine Ice Rink is open daily through Sunday, January 11th,
It's end of the season. You can enjoy ice skating right in the center of downtown Middletown and

create memories with friends and family that will last forever. For more information, please visit
https://reimagine-middletown.com. Friday, January 9t is DMI's first Friday event called Winter
Warmup. You stroll down downtown Middletown and the Pendleton Art Center and enjoy special

deals, winter themed drinks, and our very own hot cocoa crawl featuring delicious twists on

everyone's favorite cold weather classic. You won't want to miss this, tasting your way through
the participating shops, cafes, and restaurants. For more information, please visit
https://www.downtownmiddletown.org. Name Brandt Distilling located at 4563 Roosevelt
Boulevard is celebrating its second anniversary this Saturday, January 10, The event is from 6
p.m. to midnight with live music from Grey Days and guest guitarist Brian Dolwick from 7 - 10
p.m. The event will also feature the return of six fan favorite cocktails back on special for the
evening. For more information, please visit https://www.namebrandtdistilling.com. As a
reminder, the city of Middletown accepts applications for our boards and commissions
throughout the year. So, if there is something that you have an interest in and you wish to give

back to your city in this way, please do submit your application. To learn more please visit the

city's website at cityofmiddletown.org. Lastly and as always, there are many ways to get involved

with your community and give back. Join a board or committee, run for office, apply for a job
with the city, volunteer at the hospital, pick up trash in your neighborhood or park, plant a garden

in your yard, smile at a neighbor, find joy and satisfaction for a job well done in whatever work

you do or just have a positive and giving attitude. Find something that you can do regularly and

give back. We are all connected and we are all in this together. The care of our city is an

adventure in which we all get to share.

City Manager Combs welcomed Adam Snoddy, Principal of the Butler Tech Aviation Center to the
podium. Mr. Snoddy provided an update. Thank you for the opportunity to provide another
update on the Butler Tech Aviation Center. The last time | was here, construction was well
underway, and tonight I'm pleased to share that we are approximately two weeks from opening
the facility to students. Beginning Tuesday, January 20, all aviation classes will relocate to the
new center at the Middletown Regional Airport. This project is driven by program growth and
industry demand. We've expanded aviation from a two-year to a three-year program, allowing
students to begin as sophomores. Enrollment has already increased from 50 to 80 students,
and we anticipate exceeding 150 students in the next few years. Students start with an
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introductory year exploring flight, maintenance, engineering, and drones before selecting a
pathway. Our goal is to move more certifications and credentials into high school experience so
students can progress further—tuition-free—before graduation. The economic impact has
already been significant. Construction alone has generated roughly 160 jobs and more than
$500,000 in local economic activity, meeting or exceeding the city’s initial investment. Long
term, the center will support permanent jobs, increased daily traffic, and a skilled workforce
more likely to remain in the region. We're also seeing tremendous interest from aviation
organizations, public agencies, and elected officials across Ohio and beyond. That momentum
continues with a ribbon cutting on March 16, a community open house on March 18, and our
first Aviation Future Fair on March 26. This facility represents Butler Tech’s first permanent
presence in Middletown, and we believe it positions the city as a key player in aviation workforce
development for years to come. Thank you for your continued partnership and support.

City Manager Combs introduced and welcomed Communication Manager Ken Brown.

Receive and file the following board and commission minutes:

Airport Commission - November 17, 2025

Confirm the conditional appointments of Braden Morris, Tristan Gesler and Wyatt Duff to the
position of Patrol Officer in the Division of Police, Public Safety Department

Receive and file the oaths of office for Joe Mulligan and Paul Lolli

Mr. West moved to approve the issues and actions listed on the Consent Agenda. Mrs. Carter
seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter.

Ordinance No. 02025-75, an ordinance enacting and adopting the 2025 supplement (S-17) to
the codified ordinances of the City of Middletown, Ohio was read for the second time.

Mr. West moved to approve Ordinance No. 02025-75, an ordinance enacting and adopting the
2025 supplement (S-17) to the codified ordinances of the City of Middletown, Ohio. Mr. Lolli
seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West.

Ordinance No. 02026-01, an ordinance establishing a procedure for and authorizing an
extension of the current contract with SmartBill, Ltd. for the printing and mailing of water bills
and declaring an emergency was read.

Mr. Lolli moved to approve Ordinance No. 02026-01, an ordinance establishing a procedure for
and authorizing an extension of the current contract with SmartBill, Ltd. for the printing and
mailing of water bills and declaring an emergency. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Ms.
Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan.

Ordinance No. 02026-02, an ordinance authorizing a collective bargaining agreement with
Fraternal Order of Police, Ohio Labor Council (Police Civilian Employees) for the term January 1,
2026 through December 31, 2028 and declaring an emergency was read.

Mr. West moved to approve Ordinance No. 02026-02, an ordinance authorizing a collective
bargaining agreement with Fraternal Order of Police, Ohio Labor Council (Police Civilian
Employees) for the term January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2028 and declaring an
emergency. Mr. Lolli seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr.
Mulligan, Ms. Slamka.

Ordinance No. 02026-03, an ordinance authorizing a collective bargaining agreement with
Fraternal Order of Police, Ohio Labor Council (Corrections Officers) for the term January 1,
2026 through December 31, 2028 and declaring an emergency was read.

Mr. West moved to approve Ordinance No. 02026-03, an ordinance authorizing a collective
bargaining agreement with Fraternal Order of Police, Ohio Labor Council (Corrections Officers)
for the term January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2028 and declaring an emergency. Mr. Lolli
seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli.

Ordinance No. 02026-04, an ordinance authorizing a collective bargaining agreement with
Fraternal Order of Police, Ohio Labor Council (Dispatchers) for the term January 1, 2026 through
December 31, 2028 and declaring an emergency was read.

Mr. West moved to approve Ordinance No. 02026-04, an ordinance authorizing a collective
bargaining agreement with Fraternal Order of Police, Ohio Labor Council (Dispatchers) for the
term January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2028 and declaring an emergency. Mr. Lolli
seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter.

At 6:20 p.m., Mr. West moved to adjourn to executive session under the authority of O.R.C.
121.22 (G) (1) To consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion,
demotion, or compensation of a public employee or official; and (G) (8) To consider confidential
information related to the marketing plans, specific business strategy, production techniques,
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trade secrets, or personal financial statements of an applicant for economic development
assistance, or to negotiations with other political subdivisions respecting requests for economic
development assistance, provided that both of the following conditions apply:

(a) The information is directly related to a request for economic development assistance that is
to be provided or administered under any provision of Chapter 715., 725., 1724., or 1728. or
sections 701.07, 3735.67 to 3735.70, 5709.40 to 5709.43, 5709.61 to 5709.69, 5709.73
to 5709.75, or 5709.77 to 5709.81 of the Revised Code, or that involves public infrastructure
improvements or the extension of utility services that are directly related to an economic
development project.

(b) A unanimous quorum of the public body determines, by a roll call vote, that the executive
session is necessary to protect the interests of the applicant or the possible investment or
expenditure of public funds to be made in connection with the economic development project.

Mr. Lolli seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr.
West.

At 8:33 p.m., Mr. West moved to return to open session. Mr. Lolli seconded. Motion carried.
Ayes: Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Michael Sullivan, Steven Stockmeier and Thomas Rudolf to the
Airport Commission. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West,
Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Ruth Lolli to the Health Board. Mr. Lolli seconded. Motion
carried. Ayes: Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Lisa George and Stephanie Freeman to the Cemetery Board. Mr.
West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs.
Carter.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Deborah Houser, Marie Edwards and John James to the Library
Board of Trustees. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka, Mr.
Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Matthew Armbruster to the Park Board. Mr. West seconded.
Moation carried. Ayes: Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Michael Taylor, Kevin Puckett, and Stephanie Freeman to the
Building and Housing Board of Appeals. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Lolli,
Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Greg Hull to the Historic Commission. Mr. West seconded.
Motion carried. Ayes: Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Corey Carter and Gerald Heidenreich to the Board of Zoning
Appeals. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka, Mr.
Lolli, Mrs. Carter.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Mr. West to serve as the Council liaison to the Airport Commission.
Mr. Lolli seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr.
West.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Mr. Lolli to serve as the Council liaison to the Architectural Review
Board. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West,
Mr. Mulligan.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Mr. West to serve as the Alternate Council liaison to the
Architectural Review Board. Mr. Lolli seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr.
West, Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka.



ADJOURN

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Mrs. Carter to serve as the Council liaison to the Library Board of
Trustees. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan, Ms.
Slamka, Mr. Lolli.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Mr. West to serve as the Council liaison to the Citizens Advisory
Board to the Police. Mr. Lolli seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka,
Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Mr. Mulligan to serve as the Council liaison to the Planning
Commission. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs.
Carter, Mr. West.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Ms. Slamka to serve as the Alternate Council liaison to the
Planning Commission. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs.
Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Mr. Lolli to serve as the Council liaison to the Butler County Land
Bank. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan,
Ms. Slamka.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Mr. Mulligan to serve as the Council liaison to Keep Middletown
Beautiful. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan, Ms.
Slamka, Mr. Lolli.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Mrs. Carter to serve as the Council liaison to the Butler County
Emergency Management Agency. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. West, Mr.
Mulligan, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Mrs. Carter to serve as the Council liaison to the Cemetery Board.
Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr.
West.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Mr. Mulligan to serve as the Council liaison to the Historic
Commission. Mr. Lolli seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr.
West, Mr. Mulligan.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Mr. Mulligan to serve as the Alternate Council liaison to OKI. Mr.
Lolli seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Mr. West to serve as the Council liaison to the Park Board. Mr.
Lolli seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Mrs. Carter to serve as the Council liaison to the SELF Board. Mr.
West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Mr. Lolli to serve as the Council liaison to the Tax Incentive Review
Committee. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs.
Carter, Mr. West.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Mr. Mulligan to serve as the Council liaison to the Warren County
Municipal League. Mr. West seconded. Motion carried. Ayes: Ms. Slamka, Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter,
Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan.

Ms. Slamka moved to appoint Mrs. Carter to serve as Vice Mayor. Mr. Lolli seconded. Motion
carried. Ayes: Mr. Lolli, Mrs. Carter, Mr. West, Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Slamka.

At 8:44 p.m., the meeting was declared adjourned until the regular meeting on January 20,
2026 at 5:30 p.m. in Council Chambers.

Elizabeth Slamka, Mayor
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