Updated Agenda and Workbook

MIDDLETOWN PARK BOARD AGENDA
Regular Meeting
DATE & TIME: Monday, November 14th, 2022, at 6:30 p.m.
LOCATION: Conference Room 2C, 2nd Floor, City Building One Donham Plaza
MEMBERS:

Travis Bautz
Steve Lewis

Irene Earl
Merrell Wood

Jeri Lewis

Monica Nenni, City Council Representative
Doris Roberts, Keep Middletown Beautiful Liaison
Alison Manning, Staff Representative
1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
2. ROLL CALL
3. AUDIENCE COMMENTS – RESERVED TIME (3 MINUTES PER SPEAKER)
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – March 14, 2022
5. REPORTS & PRESENTATIONS
− Boards and Commissions Training With Law Department
− Keep Middletown Beautiful
6. OLD BUSINESS
− Urban Forestry Topics:
o Tree Removal Report 2022
o Urban Forestry Information Review
− Parks Maintenance:
o Monthly Report for October 2022
o Park Articles and Information Review
7. NEW BUSINESS
− Review Future Agenda Items
− Board Member Renewals
8. COMMENTS – Reserved Time (5 min. per speaker) Board Members, Liaisons, Council Members
9. OTHER
10. ADJOURNMENT

The next regular meeting of Park Board will be held on
Monday, December 12th, 2022 @ 6:30 p.m.

MIDDLETOWN PARK BOARD MINUTES
March 14, 2022
TYPE

REGULAR MEETING

PLACE

CONFERENCE ROOM 2C, 2ND FLOOR, CITY BUILDING ONE DONHAM PLAZA
JOIN ZOOM MEETING: ZOOM MEETING LINK HTTPS://CITYOFMIDDLETOWNORG.ZOOM.US/J/84251750900?PWD=BZIYCTZXUZFMZJBRBJNUMNLJAKTIQT09
MEETING ID: 842 5175 0900
PASSCODE: 943191

PARK BOARD
MEMBERS

TRAVIS BAUTZ, IRENE EARL, JERI LEWIS, STEVE LEWIS, MERRELL WOOD

COUNCIL
REPRESENTATIVE

MONICA NENNI, PRESENT

LIAISONS

DORIS ROBERTS OF KEEP MIDDLETOWN BEAUTIFUL, PRESENT
ALISON MANNING, CITY OF MIDDLETOWN STAFF REPRESENTATIVE, PRESENT

MEETING

CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:36 P.M.

ROLL CALL:

TRAVIS BAUTZ (VPC), IRENE EARL, JERI LEWIS, STEVE LEWIS, MERRELL WOOD

Absence
INTRODUCTION OF
NEW MEMBERS

Ms. Manning explained that she left this item on the agenda since everyone on
the board couldn’t attend the last meeting. Mr. Lewis began introductions by
stating that he has been on and off; the Park Board, Tree Commission, and Keep
Middletown Beautiful for the last 25 odd years. He said he has worked with Ms.
Roberts, Ms. Manning, Public Works Department, Dave Duritsch, on many park
projects, and has done some training with Ms. Roberts and some of her crews.
He explained his background is in forestry, that he has a landscaping company in
town and felt like getting involved to help his community.
Mr. Wood then introduced himself explaining that he has been around a long time
and has promoted many projects. He stated that he was the founder Habitat for
Humanity and did that for a lot of years; and from there went to TV Middletown,
founding that from there thought that it was a good idea for looking out for
Middletown citizens and got TV Middletown to look into City Council and put
council on the air, which upset some people but made some sense. He explained
he has had a family or two. He explained City Council closed Sunset Park pool,
and that he found people that put some money together to open that again. He
said that now he’s working on a project, that he will tell the board about, not this
meeting but another one, that includes trying to open a community aquatic park,
which he said he thinks would be good for a place to go swimming. He stated that
he’s glad to be here and that he wanted to be on the board because, beyond the
aquatic park, he’d like to see recreation returned to Middletown and is hoping to
find the money in this city, city council or the city overall, to bring back recreation
overall, and hire a recreation director and offer recreation to everybody in the
future and again that he’s happy to be here.
Irene Earl stated that she’s been on the board for almost 10 years. She explained
she thought she was done with her original degree, stating that she has a
bachelor's degree in Parks and Recreation Administration from The Ohio State
University. She explained that she has started a preliminary concept for the
recreation with some ideas she has, but that it’s difficult to find the time to get
everything complied due to her second degree, which is in nursing, and the many
hours she works. She said she discovered this position through a community
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nursing advanced degree program, and because her initial love is Parks and
Recreation, she applied for the position. She said she is looking forward to
attempting to contribute a concept that is appropriate for the city to start the
recreation department again. She explained that is her goal and hopes that
saying it out loud will make her diligent in writing it up.
Jerri Lewis introduced herself as new to this board stating that she’s lived in
Middletown for 10 years. She stated that she’s married to Scott Lewis, and that
he and her father-in-law are known for redeveloping some of the buildings
downtown and around town. She explained that she runs the parades for the City,
as a volunteer, as well as, the summer movie nights in the parks. She said she’s
joined the board because she really believes that parks are a third space where
everyone should feel welcomed and that kids should feel safe there, and she
wants to be part of that solution. She said she really, really loves the city, and is
an Army brat that moved around her whole life and Middletown is where she
chose to plant roots. She explained that she has five boys ranging from five to 20
and is a person who gets it done.
Doris Baden Roberts introduced herself stating she’s a retired city employee and
serving as a Keep Middletown Beautiful liaison. She said she served in Public
Works as Grounds Technician for the City and served as city liaison on the Park
Board and the Tree Commission for about 15 years.
Travis Bautz introduced himself as the Director of the Midpoint Library and
explained that like everyone there he joined to try to make a difference and
improve the parks for the entire community.
Monica Nenni introduced herself as the City Council liaison to Park Board. She
stated she is new this year and previously was the representative for Keep
Middletown Beautiful, explaining although it was throughout the pandemic and
the group didn't really have a whole lot of opportunity to meet. She said she is
also the City Council liaison to Planning Commission and Architecture Review
Board and probably a few others, and that she’s in year two of her four-year term
as a City Council member. She stated that although she doesn’t have any young
ones, she was young in Middletown once and remembers the parks and the
recreation programs and thinks it's a big need for the City. She explained that is
was something that City Council really touched on a lot at the strategic planning
session this year, summarizing just the need to improve Middletown parks and to
enact the parks master plan. She said she thinks being part of that in the
execution phase is going to be an exciting time for Middletown and looks forward
to helping with that connection between this board and these members and their
ideas and all the things that they must contribute and then being able to take that
back to city council and represent their interests there.
Ali Manning introduced herself as the Natural Resource Coordinator for the City
of Middletown and staff liaison for the Park Board.
APPROVAL OF
MINUTES

AUDIENCE
COMMENTS
PRESENTATIONS

Mr. Lewis made a motion to table the meeting minutes from the February 22nd,
2022 meeting minutes. Ms. Lewis seconded. None opposed. Motion passed.

None.

WES HEUPEL, N.E.W. ALES BREWING
Mr. Lewis introduced Wes Heupel with N.E.W. Ales Brewing and that he had
some questions regarding tree planting and green ideas for his business. Mr.
Heupel described himself as the new kid on the block, stating that two years ago,
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his wife, one other friend, and himself, opened N.E.W. Ales Brewing, a majority
woman-owned brewery. He stated the business is in downtown Middletown on
First Avenue. He referenced the meeting’s workbook handout explaining that the
brewery has an outdoor space that was a product of adapting to the COVID-19
pandemic economic challenges. He explained the business has recently
purchased a new location, also in downtown Middletown, to expand and develop
and create an outdoor business space. He described the new location and ideas
as, “The inside of the taproom is definitely going to have a green appeal to we
have plans to basically have low light plants. Succulents are going to be a very
prominent feature of the inside space. As far as the outdoor space, we're looking
at decking off, probably like a 20 by 40 square foot area. And then that decked
area doesn't have a lot of greenery around” and that he wasn’t sure which trees
do better in pots compared to those planted in the ground. He explained that
getting feedback in the future was one of his purposes for attending the meeting,
along with finding out what opportunities might be available for Tree City support.
He explained that the parking lot and the building at the new location is adjacent
to a city-owned parking lot and he envisions opportunities for activities like a
farmer’s market and “Cars and Coffee” car shows, to increase interest in
downtown.
Ms. Earl asked if the First Avenue property would be maintained and if it was
historical. Mr. Heupel explained that he thinks the property could possibly be
converted back to residential use. Mr. Lewis explained he thinks the biggest
challenge for the business has been getting into the D.O.R.A district. Mr. Heupel
stated that he was correct, and that the new location checks all the boxes for that,
but that a lot of infrastructure improvements will have to be completed because it
has been unused and empty for approximately 20 years.
Ms. Roberts described the parking lot next to the new location as being very
large. Ms. Nenni stated that the City sold the side lot next to White Dog Distilling
Co & Saloon to the White Dog business and that they’re planning on developing
a dog park on the lot. She suggested that as they start developing their plans
they should think about the possibility of trees on that lawn. She stated that
anywhere where there's already existing green space, it’s a great opportunity to
enhance that green space, especially if it would be beneficial to one of the
businesses, as long as there are no long-term development plans with those
spaces.
Mr. Heupel summarized the business timeline goals as “greenery, trees, and our
outdoor environmental field right now”, and that “moving indoors and more
towards the deck area is our long-term plan”, along with, leaning in to “go more
towards an environmental route because in today's nicely crowded marketplace
of craft breweries, in order to set yourself apart, you have to do something
different, our different is going to be sustainable”. He described their main goal,
understanding it won’t happen swiftly, is to seek LEED certification, explaining
that through previous employment experience he has some experience with the
requirements of the certification. He explained his process of thinking describing
that LEED “is it's more or less a third-party audit that comes in and checks you
against their audit requirements for carbon footprint on water usage, energy
usage, and kind of compares you to other people in the same type of industries.
So, we've been more of a manufacturing kind of aspect. But when you're looking
at our water usage, as a brewery, as well as our power usage, all the brewing
equipment we currently use, and our future expansion, it’s looking to be allelectric, right? So that's kind of where I'm like if we had the opportunity to get like
solar on the roof or in the city-owned parking lot next door, where we could kind
of offset our energy usage a little bit” there would be the opportunity for a green
brewery in downtown.
Ms. Nenni asked if the City Building Department has anything to do with LEED
certifications. Ms. Manning stated that they may have the resources to point Mr.
Heupel in the right direction and that he would want to check with Larry Tuttle
with the Building Department. Mr. Heupel explained it would be helpful if he could
even get the codes. Ms. Manning said that Building Department would have
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those also with general building codes and development code requirements.
Ms. Earl asked about a recommended tree list. Ms. Manning explained that the
list was included in the Development Code. Ms. Earl also suggested that soil
analysis would be needed. Ms. Earl stated she was glad that he had come to the
meeting to discuss these topics. Mr. Lewis asked if the Paychecks Building by the
Renaissance Subdivision would be considered a good model for LEED
certification, other than solar. Ms. Manning stated that there would be a difference
in LEED certification specifications in new construction versus operation and
maintenance and that the degree of achievement would be dependent on how far
the business would want to pursue it. Mr. Lewis also stated he appreciated that
Mr. Heupel came to the meeting. Mr. Lewis suggested that local businesses
would also be able to provide additional guidance for some of his ideas.
Ms. Manning suggested that Mr. Heupel investigate Green Umbrella, explaining
that the group is based out of Cincinnati and partners with multiple organizations,
businesses, and municipalities with a focus on sustainability. Ms. Nenni also
stated that there were multiple opportunities for the location including an
opportunity for a building mural. Ms. Manning stated that she thought there was
some agreement with Duke Energy for the lot next to the location for storage and
that the subject may need to be checked into if Mr. Heupel wanted to use the lot.
There was also a short discussion on local mural artists and examples of building
murals in the area.
OLD BUSINESS
URBAN FORESTRY
DISCUSSION
Tree Removal Report
2022

The current tree removal report was a part of the meeting workbook distributed by
Ms. Manning at the beginning of the meeting. Mr. Lewis reiterated that, presently,
the Tree Commission and the Park Board are combined, explaining that Tree
Commission was a separate entity, but due to a lack of participation with the Park
Board and similarities in the commission and the board, a combination took
place. He explained the relation to Tree City recognition and needing to discuss
tree-related topics and topics about the city’s urban forest.
Mr. Wood stated that he would like to make sure the focus is equal on not only
urban forest topics but also park topics. He explained that his feelings from past
attendance of meetings were that the focus was on trees and not on projects
related to parks and recreation and that is why he is present.
Ms. Manning explained that the tree removal report had not changed since the
previous meeting. There were no additional questions or concerns.

Urban Forestry
Information Review:
Buckeye Yard and
Garden onLine
Tree City USA
Bulleting
Tree City Application
Update and Event

The articles and information for review were a part of the meeting workbook
distributed by Ms. Manning at the beginning of the meeting. She explained that
the spreadsheet format, discussed during the previous meeting, will be how the
information will be presented moving forward along with select articles to reduce
the size of the hard copies distributed without reducing the amount of information
made available. An article from the BYGL about mulching around trees was
selected for hard copies, along with information about the Growing Degree Days.
She also explained and summarized the Tree City USA Bulletin, #2 When a
Storm Strikes. There were no additional questions or comments.
An event invite was a part of the meeting workbook distributed by Ms. Manning at
the beginning of the meeting. She gave an update on the details of the event and
explained that typically City tries to have a representative at the event, but
scheduling is always a challenge for staff since it’s normally right before Earth
Day celebrations and a lot of preparation work is taking place for those events.
Ms. Earl stated that she has taken the day off and will be attending the event.
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2022 Earth Day-Arbor
Day Celebration

Ms. Manning stated this item was placed on the agenda as a general
announcement and reminder for the event that is taking place Saturday, April
23rd.

General Tree
Comments

Ms. Manning explained that she was in the process of creating more detail for the
City’s website regarding urban forestry. She asked for the board to explore the
different pages and resources that have been created and send her any feedback
on the development of the webpage or any additional resources that they thought
would be beneficial for residents.
Mr. Wood asked what the overall budget was for “parks”. There was a discussion
to clarify “overall park” budgeting, park maintenance funding, and the American
Rescue Plan Act. Ms. Manning stated that she was unsure if that funding had
been allocated.
Mr. Lewis said that as plants begin to bloom and bud often the industry begins
looking for other related issues or triggers happening in the environment and
discussed different indicators he has seen this spring as examples. Mr. Lewis
said that he anticipates the Spotted Lanternfly will be potentially coming down
from the northern part of the state and from Pennsylvania, which is absolutely
doing havoc on the grapevine, and many other trees. He also stated Asian
Longhorn Beetle is still on everyone’s radar and that it affects over 14 different
species of trees. He explained that our Ohio Department of Natural Resources
Urban Forester is Wendi Van Buren and that she is adamant that if (a
municipality) you're holding a flag or you're holding Tree City status, you need to
be talking about trees.
He stated he was impressed with the plant health throughout the city. That many
trees sustained their leaves through the fall very well, and there wasn’t a lot of
stress causing them to drop leaves early.
Ms. Manning distributed an email from the Regional Urban Forester Wendi
VanBuren, ODNR Division of Forestry, indicating the acceptance and approval of
the City’s Tree City and Growth Award applications at a state level. There was a
short discussion about the benefits of being recognized as a Tree City.
Ms. Earl asked what kind of trees were in the medians at the interstate
interchange. Multiple members indicated that they were crabapples. Ms. Earl
asked if they provide wildlife benefits. It was explained that they do and there was
a short discussion on what kind of animals benefit from the crabapples.
There were no additional questions or concerns.

NEW BUSINESS
Parks Maintenance
Update – Monthly
report

Ms. Manning distributed the monthly report for February. She explained that the
month consisted of mainly snow-related activities and work related to other
departments. She explained that during the winter parks and grounds staff helped
other departments that experienced increase work loads by doing activities like
snow removal, helping with salt deliveries and loading the salt barns, watermain
breaks, and roadway repair and pothole patching. She asked if there were any
questions.
Mr. Lewis asked if staff was seeing an increase in occurrences of COVID. Ms.
Manning said that there had been an increase in employees sick, but that
workload was still being completed. Ms. Roberts asked where maintenance
activities like painting picnic tables were on the report. Ms. Manning said that
those activities were tracked but not included on the monthly report for Park
Board. There was a discussion about receptacle pickup and emptying in the
parks. Ms. Roberts noted that there was an overflowing can in Smith Park. She
also asked what the city does for recycling. Ms. Manning said that recycling is
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offered to residents and that collection in the park varies depending on the
contract terms with Rumpke.
Ms. Roberts asked if chips were being placed in Smith Park still from tree
trimming activities completed by staff. Ms. Manning explained that the chipping
equipment isn’t used very often since the purchase of the backhoe with a
clamshell bucket and that the area was attracting dumping when chips were
made available. She said that sometimes chips are still made available but that
usually arrangements are coordinated to utilize chips at Armbruster Nature
Preserve and Bull’s Run Nature Sanctuary and Arboretum. She explained that
local tree contractors are usually helpful in providing or locating wood chips if
they’re needed.
There were no additional questions or concerns.
Park Board Election of
Chairman and Vice
Chairman

Ms. Manning explained that this is the first meeting of the year with everyone in
attendance and that elections were tabled at the previous meeting. She asked if
there were any questions about the duties or responsibilities of the chairman or
the vice chairman positions. There were none. She also stated that currently
there’s no chairman and that Mr. Lewis is the vice chairman. Ms. Earl asked if Mr.
Lewis felt comfortable with holding elections. Mr. Lewis expressed concern about
nominations without having a consistent quorum and needed participation from
members including the City Council representative but said he felt comfortable
moving forward.
Ms. Lewis opened the floor for chairman nominations. Ms. Earl nominated Ms.
Lewis for the chairman position. Ms. Lewis asked what the responsibilities are of
the role. There was a short discussion explaining the role and what the
responsibilities were. Ms. Lewis accepted the nomination. Mr. Wood seconded
the nomination.
Ms. Earl opened the floor for vice chairman nominations. Ms. Earl nominated Mr.
Lewis, and Mr. Lewis accepted. Ms. Lewis seconded the nomination.
Ms. Manning moved to close nominations, and Ms. Earl seconded the motion. All
voted in favor of the nominations.
Jeri Lewis is the Chairman and Steve Lewis is the Vice-Chairman for 2022.

Reminder: Memorial
Presentation at
Council

Ms. Manning reminded the board that there will be a memorial presentation at the
following City Council meeting for the former Park Board Chairman and late
Adam Johnson. She explained that a gavel and award certificate would be
presented to Barb Johnson, Adam’s wife, and children.

Park Articles and
Information

Ms. Manning introduced and distributed the list of park-related additional
resources and information. She stated that the March issue of the National
Recreation and Parks Association was the main source of information stating that
articles included covered topics like improved way-finding, parks as essential
infrastructure, and an aquatics guide.
There were no additional questions or concerns.

2022 Meeting
Schedule

Ms. Manning distributed an updated 2022 meeting schedule. She explained that
in an effort to reach out to all the user groups of the parks that she is working to
invite groups to each meeting. She stated that the Tree City Awards banquet was
added to the list and the memorial tree planting for Mr. Johnson. She explained
that she needed input about which council meeting the board would like to attend
to have the Arbor Day Proclamation presented and give a short presentation,
April 5th or April 19th. She said that in the past the council meeting closest to the
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Earth Day-Arbor Day celebration was selected and attended. She also explained
that she needed topics the board would like to cover in their presentation.
The board agreed that April 19th would be the meeting they’d like to attend. The
City’s Tree City USA status, the 2021 tree giveaway, advertisement of the 2022
Earth Day-Arbor Day event, and other upcoming park events and how they relate
to the recently completed Parks Master Plan, were topics selected for the
presentation to be given at the city council meeting.
Ms. Manning also asked the board for feedback on dates they’d be available for
Boards and Commission Training from the Law Department. She explained that
it’d be just the Park Board and that it would last an hour or two hours long. Ms.
Lewis suggested that the training take place at a regular meeting. There was a
discussion about the number of board members and non-voting liaisons and the
required number of meetings to maintain Tree City status. Ms. Manning asked
that the board members bring any questions or concerns they’d like to discuss to
the next meeting.
There was a short discussion about the different user groups and clarifying which
was associated with which park.
There were no additional questions or concerns.
COMMENTS –
BOARD MEMBERS,
LIAISONS,
COUNCILMEMBERS

Mr. Bautz stated that it was nice to see everyone and for making remote
attendance available and had no other comments, questions, or concerns. Ms.
Manning noted that the council clerk notified her that the Governor is allowing
virtual attendance through June 2022 and that virtual attendance will be made
available until then.
Ms. Earl stated that she wanted to make sure that it’s understood that this is a
Park Board and that while recreation is discussed there is little to no funding for
recreation. She also explained that urban forestry topics were also part of the
board’s role and help the City maintain Tree City status which is why they’re
included in the agenda. She stated that she was not opposed to talking about
anything else but wanted to follow the agenda. She explained that she works with
children and is a big supporter of the organization, no child left indoors, which is
commensurate to No Child Left Behind in the education system. She said she
would be an advocate for educating all children outside when possible. She
explained that she was recently at Bull’s Run for a walk around and learned that
they have a paid naturalist. She said she was stunned by the number of trees that
have been planted in the park area. Ms. Lewis asked where information can be
found about Bull’s Run. Ms. Manning replied that they have a good website and a
quarterly newsletter. Ms. Earl had no other comments, questions, or concerns.
Ms. Lewis said she had comments and questions citizen-related. Her first
question was if garbage cans can be placed at each of the bus stops. I said she
would follow up with an answer and specifics about how the issue could be
tackled and its relation to RTA, although she explained that the Rumpke contract
dictated which cans were serviced. Ms. Nenni also suggested that the dualpurpose litter receptacles part of the Central Ave project between Verity and
University Blvd. may also help the issue. There was also a short discussion on
who is responsible for the maintenance and amenities at the bus stops. Ms.
Lewis also asked if there were any programs to coordinate volunteers with
volunteer work like picking up trash. Monica explained that there was a program
with the jail through Judge Sharon that coordinated inmates with service work.
There was a short discussion about volunteer coordination.
Ms. Lewis stated that she saw a complaint about the bags around trees along
Verity Parkway and wondered if someone could remove them. There was a
discussion about what the bags were, watering bags or trash. Ms. Lewis stated
that she read that they were ugly bags at the bottom. Ms. Manning said she
wasn’t sure what these bags might be but would follow up after looking into it.
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Ms. Lewis also announced that movie nights in the parks would occur this year
stating that they’ll start in June and be twice a month possibly on the first and
third Saturday of the month and was looking for suggestions on which parks
should host the movies. There was a discussion about which parks would be
available and about if there was a calendar that showed events in the parks and
park space availability. Ms. Lewis had no other comments, questions, or
concerns.
Mr. Lewis thanked everyone for the nomination of vice chairman and offered help
to Ms. Lewis as she led the board. He said he felt that Ms. Lewis was the right
person to lead the group because the group needs people with varying
perspectives and expectations of accountability.
Mr. Lewis also explained that the City separated from the current city manager
and that Paul Lolli would be the interim city manager. He said he felt optimistic
about this change and that Mr. Lolli is a true Middletonian and that he hopes
good things will come and positive changes will happen in the city under his
leadership. Ms. Nenni stated that Mr. Lolli will serve for at least three to four
months during the search for a new city manager. Mr. Lewis said he hoped that
Lolli will just simply be involved with staff and boards. Mr. Lewis had no other
comments, questions, or concerns.
Mr. Wood stated that all his questions had been answered throughout the
meeting and he had no other comments, questions, or concerns.
Ms. Nenni stated that city council representatives were tasked to ask their boards
and commissions about how they would feel about having meetings video
recorded for distribution on the YouTube channel. She explained that there have
been requests from citizens to have more access to what is being discussed on
boards and commissions. She stated that Planning Commission already meets in
council chambers, where they've got video setup, and that she imagines that this
board would have the same sort of setup and capability to live feed from
Conference Room 2C. Ms. Lewis said she felt like if was a great idea to engage
more people and have transparent communication. Mr. Lewis stated that he
doesn’t have a problem with transparency, especially since it is a popular term
currently, and understands that limits may have to be set to keep meetings
moving forward and on agenda. Ms. Earl said she agreed and thought it would be
a good thing. Mr. Wood also agreed but stated that he hoped we wouldn’t
continue having technical difficulties. There was a short discussion about speaker
limitations, agenda items, and general details about video recording meetings.
Ms. Nenni had no other comments, questions, or concerns.
Ms. Roberts reminded everyone that Keep Middletown Beautiful would be hosting
the Earth Day-Arbor Day celebration on Saturday, April 23rd, and described some
of the activities that will be taking place during the event. She stated that
volunteers would be dispersed from the Rathman Building in Smith Park and
encouraged people to sign up and bring groups with them. She explained that
supplies can be picked up prior to the events also and cleanup can happen on
days before the event also. There was a discussion about offering volunteers
lunch after the event and coordinating opportunities to make this possible. Ms.
Roberts had no other comments, questions, or concerns.
OTHER

None.

ADJOURN

Ms. Earl motioned to adjourn, and Mr. Lewis seconded. The meeting was
adjourned at 8:21 p.m.

Board Member

Alison Manning – Liaison
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Keep Middletown Beautiful
https://keepmiddletownbeautiful.org/

2022 Southern Clean Sweep of the Great Miami River
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipOyY9hzfQwFM6TLNdcR8pTrG1pKELzdFwqNGcOL-rl7UFrG0K9v7B7xoscYsjrNPA?key
=SlFkV05SVndQeGNwNUpZcFdRRFBIdGt6cThDYnNR

Tree Removal Report 2022
Date

Location

Type of Tree

Qty. of Trees
Removed

2/16/2022

N Main Street, Manchester Parking Lot

L

Spruce (Dead)

1

2/16/2022

City Parking Lot (Engineer Lot)

CP

Elm (Dead)

1

3/10/2022

Gardner Park

P

Ash

1

3/24/2022

Glenco Dr

RF

Ash

1

3/29/2022

Bulls Run Arboretum

CP

Blue Spruce

1

4/27/2022

Jacot Park

p

Elm

1

5/18/2022

Smith Park

P

Mulberry

1

5/20/2022

Sierra at Central

RF

Locust

1

5/31/2022

Smith Park Bike Path

P

Mulberry

1

6/7/2022

Carolina Street

RF

Maple

1

6/13/2022

Smith Park along Airport Fence

P

Crabapple

2

7/7/2022

Ottawa Street

RF

Locust

1

7/26/2022

Gladell

P

Hackberry

1

8/23/2022

Washington Park (storm cleanup)

P

Maple

1

8/23/2022

312 Crawford (compaint)

L

Pine Tree

1

8/24/2022

Gardner Park (storm cleanup)

P

Oak

1

8/30/2022

500 Block of Main Street

RF

Maple

1

9/3/2022

Access 1 at SR 73

RF

Mulberry

1

9/6/2022

Smith Park

P

Mulberry

1

9/13/2022

204 Alamo

L

Sycamore

1

9/15/2022

Smith Park

L

Hackberry

1

10/18/2022

Smith Park

P

Mulberry

2

10/18/2022

Smith Park

P

Hackberry

1

10/18/2022

Roosevelt Median

R

Zelkova

1

10/26/2022

Sunset Park

P

Pine

1

Total Removed

27

Fell into right-of-way
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P=Park, L= Vacant Lot, R=ROW, RF=Fell into ROW, CP= City Property

Urban Forestry Information Review
Check out all the monthly resources here.
Date

Provider Article Title
City of Middletown Urban Forestry Webpage

ODNR

Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of
Forestry: Urban Forestry

Link
https://www.cityofmiddletown.org/542/Urban-Fo
restry-Program
https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/safety-c
onservation/about-ODNR/forestry/urban-forestr
y-program

October
10/1/22 ADF

#10: Plant Trees for America

10/1/22 ODNR

COMMON TREES OF OHIO

10/1/22 ODNR

TREES OF OHIO field guide
Weather Experts Are Cautioning Our First Frost
(Freeze) May Arrive This Weekend

10/7/22 BYGL
10/10/22 BYGL

https://www.arborday.org/trees/bulletins/
https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/plants-tr
ees/common-trees-ohio
https://ohiodnr.gov/static/documents/wildlife/ba
ckyard-wildlife/Pub%205509%20Trees%20of%
20Ohio%20Field%20Guide.pdf
https://bygl.osu.edu/node/2063
https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/2064

10/17/22 BYGL

Save the litter for the beneficials!
Virtual Program - Spotted Lanternfly and the Potential
Impacts on the Maple Syrup Industry

10/18/22 BYGL

Seasonal Jaw-dropping Needle Drop

https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/2040

10/19/22 BYGL

Should I stake my trees for Winter? It depends…...

https://bygl.osu.edu/node/2070

10/19/22 BYGL

Gorgeous Fall Leaf Colors Dominate NE Ohio Views

10/20/22 NPRA

Seeing the Urban Forest Through the Trees

https://bygl.osu.edu/node/2069
https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazin
e/2022/november/seeing-the-urban-forest-thro
ugh-the-trees/

10/24/22 BYGL

Where has all the fall color gone?

https://bygl.osu.edu/node/2071

10/29/22 BYGL

An Oil Beetle is on the move in Lucas County, Ohio

https://bygl.osu.edu/node/2073

https://www.arborday.org/trees/bulletins/

11/7/22 BYGL

#11: How to Prevent Tree/Sign Conflicts
Seeing is Believing: Ohio State University Extension
Embarks on a Spotted Lanternfly Study Tour
Christmas! Trees! Too Early?? Not if you are a grower!
Or an Early shopper!

11/8/22 BYGL

Feeling a Little Parched, Anyone?

https://bygl.osu.edu/node/2078

11/8/22 BYGL

Seven-Son-Flower is Still STUNNING!
Box Tree Moth Identified In 'The State Up North',
Information Shared From Michigan Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD)

https://bygl.osu.edu/node/2077

https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/2066

November
11/1/22 ADF
11/1/22 BYGL

11/8/22 BYGL

BYGL = Buckeye Yard & Garden onLine, ADF= Arbor Day Foundation

https://bygl.osu.edu/node/2074
https://bygl.osu.edu/node/2075

https://bygl.osu.edu/node/2076

ARBOR DAY FOUNDATION BULLETIN #10
https://www.arborday.org/trees/bulletins/

Virtual Program - Spotted Lanternfly -BYGL
https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/2066

Seeing is Beliving BYGL
https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/2040

Box Tree Moth Identified in ‘Michigan’ BYGL
https://bygl.osu.edu/node/2076

Seeing the Urban Forest Through the Trees NRPA
https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/november/seeing-the-urban-forest-through-the-trees/

− Parks Maintenance:

Monthly Report for October 2022
Activity Description
Number of trees removed
Number of trees planted
Number of trees trimmed
Brush/limbs removed
Playground equipment repaired
Special Projects
Litter picked up
Special Events
Light Up Middletown
Splash pad maintenance
Treatment with
pre-emergent/herbicides
Flowerbed and planter maintenance
Mower Inspection Activities
Snow removal-related activities
Mow with arm tractor or batwing
COVID-19 activities

Units
qty
qty
qty
hrs.
qty
hrs.
hrs.
hrs.
hrs.
hrs.
hrs.
hrs.
hrs.
hrs.
hrs.
hrs.

JAN

FEB

MAR

APR

MAY

JUN

JUL

AUG

SEP

0
22
23
22
2
0
288
28
250
0

2
0
1
8
1
0
73
0
34
0

2
0
1
46
1
103
429
15
10
0

1
2
38
37
0
54
318.5
75.5
0
0

3
0
18
32
0
121.5
171
67
0
32

2
0
36
375.5
0
75
167.5
193.5
0
14

2
0
12
60
0
36.5
191
306.5
0
4

4
4
0
0
66
21
101 248.25
4
0
109.5
52
175
80.5
266
71
0
0
7
10

0
16
0
93.25
0
8

0
0
0
41
0
8

26
23
27
0
0
0

23
21
120
15
16
0

29
367
123
0
0
0

76.5
221
119
0
48
0

58
226
99
0
110.5
0

66.5
133
132
9.5
134
0

4
148
111
16
80
0

OCT

5
0
11
70.5
0
170
76.5
59.5
247
3
0
132.75
108
138
35
0

NOV

DEC

Park Articles and Information Review
Check out all the monthly resources here.

Date

Location

12/10/2021

NRPA

NRPA Parks Snapshot: 2021 Year-End Survey Results

https://www.nrpa.org/blog/nrpa-parks-snapshot-2021-year-end-survey-results/

12/16/2021

NRPA

Next Practices for the Post-Pandemic 2020s

https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/january/next-practices-for-th
e-post-pandemic-2020s/

1/1/2022

OPRA

Ohio Parks and Recreation Associations Webpage

https://opraonline.org/

1/1/2022

Article Title

City of
City of Middletown Parks Webpage
Middletown
Seeing the Urban Forest Through the Trees

Link

https://www.cityofmiddletown.org/333/Parks-Grounds
https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/november/seeing-the-urban-forest-thr
ough-the-trees/

10/20/2022

NRPA

10/20/2022

NRPA

10/20/2022

NRPA

10/20/2022

NRPA

Research and Nature’s Direct Link to Good Health

https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/november/research-and-natures-direc
t-link-to-good-health/

10/20/2022

NRPA

Skate Parks Benefit All

https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/november/skate-parks-benefit-all/

10/20/2022

NRPA

https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/november/parks-and-recreation-provi
des-important-inclusive-programming/

10/20/2022

NRPA

10/20/2022

NRPA

10/20/2022

NRPA

10/20/2022

NRPA

Parks and Recreation Provides Important Inclusive
Programming
Advocating for Consistent Funding: A Two-Pronged
Approach
Hierarchy Anarchy: How and why to change your
approach to recreational programming
The Mental and Therapeutic Benefits of Nature for
Children With Autism Spectrum Disorder
Creating a Recreation Center That Your Community
Genuinely Wants

10/20/2022

NRPA

Building Memory, Why interpretive centers matter in an
https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/november/building-memory/
era of social change
Creating a Community Wellness Hub: Developing a
https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/november/creating-a-community-well
process framework for reducing barriers to health and
ness-hub/
well-being

Breaking Equity Barriers in Golf in Wichita

https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/november/advocating-for-consistent-f
unding-a-two-pronged-approach/
https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/november/hierarchy-anarchy/
https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/november/the-mental-and-therapeuti
c-benefits-of-nature-for-children-with-autism-spectrum-disorder/
https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/november/creating-a-recreation-cente
r-that-your-community-genuinely-wants/
https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/november/breaking-equity-barriers-ingolf-in-wichita/

Skate Parks Benefit All
https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/november/skate-parks-benefit-all/

Advocating for Consistent Funding: A Two-Pronged Approach
https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/november/advocating-for-consistent-funding-a-two-pronged-approach/

The Mental and Therapeautic Benefits of Nature for Children With Autism Spectrum Disorder
https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/november/the-mental-and-therapeutic-benefits-of-nature-for-children-with-autis
m-spectrum-disorder/

6. NEW BUSINESS
−

Review Future Agenda Items

2022 Park Board Schedule
Date

Time

Location

Meeting

Details

1/10/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

January Regular Meeting

Cancelled

2/14/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

February Regular Meeting

Cancelled: Rescheduled

2/22/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

February Special Meeting

Middie Way

3/14/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

March Regular Meeting

3/15/2022

5:30 p.m.

City Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

Johnson Memorial Recognition

4/11/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

April Regular Meeting

4/19/2022

5:30 p.m.

Council Chambers

Arbor Day Proclamation

4/22/2022

10:30
am-2:30pm

City of Springdale

2022 Southwest Ohio Tree City
Awards

4/23/2022

9 am -12 pm

City Wide

Earth Day/Arbor Day Celebration

4/23/2022

12:00 p.m.

Smith Park

Adam Johnson Memorial Planting

5/9/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

May Regular Meeting

6/13/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

June Regular Meeting

7/11/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

July Regular Meeting

8/8/2022

6:30 p.m.

Sunset Park
City Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

August Regular Meeting

9/12/2022

6:30 p.m.

9/17/2022

9 a.m. -12 p.m.

10/10/2022
11/14/2022

Cancelled

September Regular Meeting

Splashdown Middletown

B.A.A.B's/ River Center

Great Miami River CleanUp

https://www.cleansweepofthegrea
tmiamiriver.org/locations

6:30 p.m.

Goldman Park
Weather Location: City
Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

October Regular Meeting

Meeting was cancelled, no
quorum

6:30 p.m.

City Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

November Regular Meeting

Training with Law Department

City Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

12/12/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

December Regular Meeting

MYSA (softball), Middie Way,
Dream Catchers, Chris Urso for
Middletown Baseball at Rathman
Park

1/9/2023

6:30 p.m.

City Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

January Regular Meeting

MYSA (soccer) at Smith Park

2/13/2023

6:30 p.m.

City Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

February Regular Meeting

Light Up Middletown

3/13/2023

6:30 p.m.

City Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

March Regular Meeting

4/10/2023

6:30 p.m.

City Bldg: Conf. Rm. 2C

April Regular Meeting

Tentative:
TBD

TBD

Tree Giveaway for Residents?

MIDDLETOWN PARK BOARD AGENDA
Regular Meeting
DATE & TIME: Monday, November 14th, 2022, at 6:30 p.m.
LOCATION: Conference Room 2C, 2nd Floor, City Building One Donham Plaza
MEMBERS:

Travis Bautz
Steve Lewis

Irene Earl
Merrell Wood

Monica Nenni, City Council Representative
Doris Roberts, Keep Middletown Beautiful Liaison
Alison Manning, Staff Representative
1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
2. ROLL CALL
3. AUDIENCE COMMENTS – RESERVED TIME (3 MINUTES PER SPEAKER)
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – March 14, 2022
4. REPORTS & PRESENTATIONS
− Boards and Commissions Training With Law Department
− Keep Middletown Beautiful
5. OLD BUSINESS
− Urban Forestry Topics:
o Tree Removal Report 2022
o Urban Forestry Information Review
− Parks Maintenance:
o Monthly Report for October 2022
o Park Articles and Information Review
6. NEW BUSINESS
−

Review Future Agenda Items

−

Board Member Renewals

7. COMMENTS – Reserved Time (5 min. per speaker) Board Members, Liaisons, Council Members
8. OTHER
9. ADJOURNMENT
The next regular meeting of Park Board will be held on
Monday, December 12th, 2022 @ 6:30 p.m.

